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As those of my readers who ohanoed to see the brief 
accounts of our escape from Pretoria which have 
appeared in the English and other papers may pos¬ 
sibly observe som* slight disorepanoy between those 
narratives and the one in the following pages, <I take 
this opportunity of explaining the cause thereof. 

In the press account I was unable to take the public 
entirely into my confidence, since on the night of the 
seventh day after leaving Pretoria we met with very 
material assist^^from our own countrymen, the fact 
of which could in no way be disclosed without placing 
the lives and property of those who unhesitatingly 
risked both in the most imminent peril. ^ 

Until the war approached a successful termination 
I could not give a full and complete account of our 
adventures, and at the same time tender our heartfelt 
thiftiks to those without whose timely aid we shoul<l, 
have hf\^ the greatest difficulty in reaching the Por¬ 
tugese frontier. 


Ladtsmitii, May 1900. 
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•‘Tin* «ost iinKiij'Ii-.t I’lil of all." 

After the hf'ht nf the 21st Oetoher at Elaiulslaa^te 
I was sent to Pietennaritzliur^ to^fetlier witli other 
wonnrled, ther^j to Is* eared for and nuuh* lit to resume 
‘ iny place at the front. Ihit (furin^ the last days of 
pctolx-T and flieHfrst of XfveinlMT events rapidly de¬ 
veloped ; and Ladysinitli heeoniin^ surroundt-d by the 
Boer main army, I fonml myself cut off from my 
regiment, which formed part of tla^ beleaguered gfyrison. 
As soon as I could walk I obtained permission to j)rocf)ed 
to Estcourt, the farthest point north held by tim reliev¬ 
ing force, whence I hoped to have an opportunity of 
passing through the Boer lines with despatches and so 
rejgin vfy regiment. At Estcourt I was attached for 
duty to the 2nd battalion of the lb)yal Dublin Fusiliers, 
one of those^battalions which ha<l taken part*in the 
darling capture of Talana Hill and the retreat to Lady- 
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Bmifh, whence it had been sent to Colenso and later to 
its* present quarters. 

Seyeral days passed unbroken by •any event worth 
recording. Day after d^, generally at the same houTg 
the annoured train, or (as it was named by the men in 
camp) “Wilson’s dea4h-trap,” used to press forth un¬ 
attended beyoftd the line of outposts, heralding, by 
agonised gasps and puffs, and clouds of smoke and 
steam, its advent to the far-sighted, long-hearing Boer. 
Daily, too, did it return in safety to the siding whence^ 
it had sallie<l forth at daybreak on its fruitless mission. 
How relieved the occupants looked when they climbed 
over its plated sides and congratulated themselv'es that*’ 
their turn to form the freight of this moribund engine of 
war would not come round again f^i^at least some days ! 
Mine, alas! arrived on the 15th of November. 

On the preceding day -there had been an alarm in 
camp. Coi^38 stcHjd to their arms and forthwith occu¬ 
pied the various defences and localities fhat they were 
detailed to hold. Tha£ night I received orders to re¬ 
connoitre on the following day with the aVmoured train., 

I am not going to recount the events of that day, 
which already have been portrayed by an abler j>en 
than mine. I will take up the tale at the point where 
I became a captive in the hands of the Boers — for it 
is my purpose in these pages to treat mainly of my 
captivity aiul escape, not to launch into matters to wWoh 
full justice already has been done. 

Tlie morning of my capture — which took ^>lao^ at 
8,60 A.M. after defending the armoured train for an^ 
hoim ahd a half—was raw and damp: mis^hung heavily 
on the surrounding hills, and a small drizzUng rain, which 
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from time to time exerted itself tmtil it attained t^the 
magnitude ^f a ehower, rapidly penetrated our garments, 
and added to the Aisery and disocmifort of our imenyiable 
position. Our escort politely ^gge<l us not to hurry, 
saying that there was lots of time,^ and that although 
they were unable themselves to spare Us either footl or 
clothing, we should find on reaching Pretoria all we 
required-Jfc-nay, even that there we should be provideil 
with the usual games with which the British officer 
^delights to exercise himself. From their description, 
all that could delight the li«art of man or prisoner 
awaited us in the Boer capital. No doubt they mean! 
kindly, very kindly; but no promised land, no vista of 
untold delight, as seen through our eyes at that moment, 
could have made db*>’s pulse l)eat even a shade faster. 
Some deep and dreary dungeon, or, still more so, an 
oubliette, seemed consonant with my feelings. 

Meanwhile, trudging along the muddy veldt road, we 
came upon a «mmber of Boers who were cleaning then* 
rifles after being engaged with us, and with them was 
« party of StliatS*Artillory»oflicers. With one of the 
latter, the officer in commaml, who was neatly dressed 
in cord coat and breeches, faced with blue, I had some 
conversation. He began by asking me why we bad not 
surrendered at once, and congratulating tis on the de¬ 
fence of the train, but lamenting that his guns had not 
be^ better laid, in which case, according to his reckon¬ 
ing, our shrift would have been a short one. He adde<l 
th^t hiif three heavy guns had each fired an average of 
thirty rounds, and that (as we well knew) he had em¬ 
ployed a Vic^ers-Maxim gun against us, a machiife which 
has since received the sohrigrtiei of “Pom-pom.” Passing 
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on from here, we were ushered into the midst of the 
oaftip of a large commando, where ChuroJiill's papers 
were _ examined, and taken to General Joubert, whom, 
I regret to say, we were not allowed to see; and greaj 
excitement was displayecf on its becoming known that 
the real live son of % lord was amongst the prisoners. 
It was jilain to me now that we were in the thick of a 
strong force wliich was on its way southwards.. Accord¬ 
ing to my own computation, I should have put down 
the numbers seen as from 3000 to 4000 men; but the 
Boers themselves stated fhat there were (i500. 

The country about here is not interesting, although it 
was destined to become so ere a month had passed, and 
we ourselves wore not in a mood to appreciate the 
beauties of nature, more especially §#the inner man was 
beginning to cry out that he was being neglected. 

Somewhat weary after a tramp of sixteen miles, and 
ftirther fatigued by the exhausting experience of the 
morning, we at length came within sights of the village 
of Colenso. It |)reseifted every appearance of some 
unusual condition of affai^p,—wind^>»8 ifJnashed, door^ 
unhinged, furniture and crockery scattered broadcast 
over the grass-grown streets—in short, every indication 
of a hq^tile occupation. 

Night was now falling, and we were hurried on to a' 
large goods-sheil contiguous to the main platform of the 
insignificant railway-station. ^Ve were directed to ac¬ 
cept this as our lodging for the night, and expectations 
were hehl out that shortly an ox would be killed? and^wo 
should have our share of what promised to be a some¬ 
what tOxigh and untoothsome meal. This promise was 
not long in the fulfilment. The beast of burden was 
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slain, and almost as soon as the proverbial Indian Jlk- 
bimgalow* chicken finds its way from the compound %o 
the pot, we wereebusily engaged in cooking scraps of 
njeat on sticks held over a fire, jflid looking forwartl to 
enjoying what are called in fhe*Ea8t kababs. The wind 
was blowing, and the rain falling, ^s we/jrouched round 
the wood fires, each and all intent on the rapi<l prepa¬ 
ration of pur frugal meal. The warmth of the burn¬ 
ing sticks and the discomfort of burnt fingers rapi<lly 
did their share in appeasing our hunger, ami we betook 
ourselves to ,our temporary jirison, where, selecting a 
corner apart from the men, we made a bed l)y spreading 
#>n the concrete floor the contents of some compresseil 
forage bales. Burying ourselves in the short dry hay, 
we huddled close t<J|jether, endeavouring thereby to re¬ 
tain such warmth as still remainwl in our weary limbs. 

The building in which we were congregate*! t!ontaij»e<l 
but one door and a small skylight in the corrugate*! iron 
roof. A glange round on first entering it had raise*! 
hopes of a possible osisape *lurirtg the night, which as 
Regards climatic •••iditions ^vas singularly favourable; 
but though, when I look ba*!k *)n this lost chanctj, it 
%eem8 like chikl’s play *jf>mpare<l with the *lifficulties 
which later *>pport uni ties 2 )if*sented, to *>ur weary ^bf>*li*)8 
and fagge<l-out brains it aj)peare*l to *>fler little chantje 
of succjess, an*l we were onlj^ to*3 gla*l to pr*K:ra8tinate, 
and to console ourselves with the thought that on the 
nigTit of the morrow we slioukl l>e within range of the 
gtms of i-^ysmith, and jKJSsibly in a far better i>osition 
to give our cjaptors the slip. 

Having for the time di8s*jlve«l the *x)inmittee on ways 
an4 means of evasion, we turned our thoughts towards 
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slufibdr, and made such dispositions as were most likely 
t^ lure “nature’s soft nurse” to our aid ^d*so “steep 
our senses in forgetfulness.” But nature’s soft nurse 
must have had an imfJbrtant engagement elsewhere j f^r 
she peremptorily deolin^ \o say anything to my case, 
and I was fain «to lie^awake through the long night, the 
events of the 'past twelve hours coursing through my 
brain, chased by the vain imaginings of wh%t still lay 
before us. 

Stuffiness reigned supreme, the only door of the build¬ 
ing being fast closed by^the guard, who, ijo doubt, con¬ 
sidered that we within were not unenviably situated 
compared with those without. Outside, the pitter-patte% 
of the rain resounded monotonously on the metal roof. 
Inside, some fifty mortals lay, for the most part, wrapped 
in heavy slumber, no sound save the rhythmic snore of 
some weary warrior, or the unintelligible jargon from 
the lips of some sleeper busy in his dreams, breaking 
in upon the profound silence. But, har^ ! what means 
that sound of deep and manly voices, now swelling, now 
dying away, without, in tlj^ oheerlesk diight I ^ 

Bor a moment one almost forgot where one was—amid 
the pious God-fearing Boers. We strain the ear and' 
soon distinguish the tune of the “ Old Hundredth,” fol¬ 
lowed again by other and familiar chants. Such, indeed^ 
is the custom of the enemy. Nightly, in every camp, 
the commandant assembles all his men whom the call 
of duty does not take elsewhere, and before retiring to 
rest a short time is devoted to prayer anti praise. 
Honesty compels me to sliow the reverse of this piolure. , 
These very men, who are almost as full of apt texts as 
the great Croteiwell’s Ironsides, are far from actings up 
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to the high religioue seutinients that they profess, 
are singol&rl^ untruthful, eminently boastful, lamentabty 
immoral, and thei# ideas of tneum and tuum would do 
oaedit to a London pickpocket. 1^Iy statement regartl- 
ing their characteristics may seem sweeping ; nevertheless 
it is true, and “ Never tmst a Du^hman ” is a byword 
among the Britisli in South Africa. 

But the^Eloers, who here have no enemy immediately 
in front of them, and consist solely of our escort, have 
now retired to rest, and we turn over and hope for 
morning. 

At length it dawns, and we are told to bestir our¬ 
selves and prepare for the roa<l. ISIunohing a cold 
kabab, washed down by a draught of water from thb 
engine - pump, we ^j^llow our captors in melancholy 
procession to the banks of the riv'er. Here we are 
invited to watle across — an unnecessary proceeding, 
considering the close proximity of the foot-bridge; but 
the Tugela rijjer before tlie rains is only a paltry 
obstacle, and our company is 6oon assembled on the 
^^rther l)ank. ‘Wc^plod along steatlily an<l somewhat 
silently, until we reach the summit of the hill on 
which is a Boer post overlooking Pieter’s station. 
Here we halt, and make short work of a tin of, bully 
beef which some kin<lly rustic presents to us. 

Away to the north-west we can clearly distinguish 
the captive balloon hovering like some strange phantom 
of mythology over what assureclly must be Ladysmith. 
Evjr ari8 anon the deep boom of the Boer great gun 
/caches our ears, followed by the responsive and angry 
roar of our Naval Artillery. Sometimes a great cloud 
of snrhite smoke discloses to us where I^ong Tom lies 
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80 Cunningly hid. We descend the rocky side of the 
hfll, and crossing the railway strike a #mftoh - worn 
waggon - track, which we are told* leads beyond the 
Klip river to our night’s halting-place. A couple <jf 
miles over a grassy plain brings us to the drift, a 
fairly deep one, reaching nearly to our waists. Over 
we go, with difficulty keeping our feet on the slippery 
stones, and a short half-liour brings us to ihe end of 
that day’s tramp. 

Seating ourselves under the welcome shade of a 
stunted oak, we are so^n surrounded by. every living 
soul from the adjacent camp, which in our eyes more 
resembles a gypsy settlement than a military posts 
The old commandant, Davel, soon appeared on the 
scene, and in broken English in^fted us to share his 
tent, secure from the sun’s rays, which had become 
oppressive. We acquiesce, and following him to the 
brow of the liill, enter the welcome shade he proffers. 

I have the most vivid and lasting reqpllection of the 
attention an<l kindnesJi wliioli this old Dutch farmer 
lavished upon us. ThrougiJIiout the^wurftey to the Boqp 
metropolis we met with nothing but the greatest 
consideration; but this old commander not only gave 
us of, the best he could,—and at that time the Boer 
commissariat arrangements were in their infancy,— 
but insistetl on lending us some of his blankets, pro- 
vide<l us with candles, and with his own hands brought 
us coffee on the following morning. He presented 
Churchill witli a blanket, and we really ffelt ^mte 
sorry to leave his camp. 

We * passed many hours in his tent, which seemed 
to be the focus of movement in the camp. All cvho 
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came to the |K>8t he co»n»aiule<l seemetl to 
give hiin*t}% time of day, and, after a few luiimtas' 
conversation, vanish. During the afternoon two 
i^phews of General Joubert belBnging to tlie Staats 
Artillery returned to the caftip fi-om their tour of 
duty oiv Long Tom, and pi'essed^oji ivs the contents 
of their cigarette-cases. Churchill, ne«Btlless to say, 
afforded the greatest source of interest. With 

much ability’, coupled with <juick rei)artee, he defeude<l 
the justice of the war; but it struck mo that tliese 
plain-spoken, ^ignorant farmers^ wlio baseil their argu¬ 
ments on llie capitalists un<l Mr Chaml>erlaiu, <lechir- 
^g that but for tliese two ruling factors matters 
would never have come to blows, somewliat sltook his 
faith, and certfdnlye^ainetl liis sympathy. Knowing 
nothing of the Boers personally, beyond an ex|)erienc:e 
of twenty-four houi’s, I for the time being dismisstHl 
from my thoughts the overwhelming importance of the 
question of British supremacy in Soutli Africa, and 
felt inclined to sympathise with these rude tillers of 
the soil in their ^kiint that^the arbitrament of arms 
had been forced upon them. A few months have made 
ft clear to me how insidiously the country Boer has 
been taught to believe as gosjwl those s[)et:ious ^argu¬ 
ments which are everywluire on the tip of his tongue. 
He firmly believes that the war is one of capitalists, 
and that we wish to occuj»y his country,—and ]X3rhaps 
he 18 not very wide of the mark now. Hafi this 
simple - ntinded agriculturist known the true state of 
.aflfairs, I question greatly whether ev'en President 
fcruger, backed by the Psalms of David, could have 
kep^ him in the field for half as many months as he 
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Leave*th6 country Boer to himself, and “there 
hk. plenty of room for him. liet him lead^th# pastoral 
eodatenoe for iwhioh alone he is suited, let him live, 
die, *and be buried, a# is his custom, on his own farm, 
and I take leave to lArink that to him it is not a 
matter of stupendous importance whether he be under 
the Dutch flag or tTie English. I have been told by 
those who have a good claim to know that no mean 
proportion of the rural population will welcome our 
advent, which is dreaded solely by the rapacious 
officials and overbearing underlings of the most coi* 
rupt and venal State o? latter days. 

But I have wandered far afield. 

Later in the day a member of the Honourable 
Artillery Company, an Irishman, gaid us a visit, and 
told us that he formed one of tTie gun - crew serving 
Long Tom on Umbulwana Hill, and that being a 
burgher of the Transvaal he had been forced to take 
up arms for his adopted country. He assured us that 
the naval guns in Ladysmith, though ^iiey made good 
practice, had not yet succeeded ii^ ^ea^ohing out the 
weapon which he Und ofliers served. Long Tom, it 
seems, was cunningly hidden in a bomb-proof case*-* 
mate, built of sand - bags, that protected both him 
and his attendants. As this was early in the histoiy 
of the siege, we suggested that when his turn came 
round for laying the gun, he would do well to direct^ 
the sights so that the projectile might fall whei^ it 
would do no harm. He chaffingly oonsei^ted, and 
three weeks later, being granted short leave of abi^ihoe, 
paid us a visit, bringing with him a large quantity 
of cigarettes. 
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with tim atm<^ •oonfidenoe, that tha^^VouId dp 
sjfortly, Ibut that they were in* no 
carry oht the operation. D^enda eat Cdrthet^o 
eaaier si^id than done, and here ^it n«ref passed' be¬ 
yond the stage of threat. On my pointing out to Ute 
anxious .li|tenerB that in their place we should not sit 
down a|id rest contented with looking at it, hoping 
the waU^ would come to ns and so save our having to 
go to the w*^JJ, like Mahomet,, they had a reply ready 
to hand. “ Were the commandant-general” (meaning 
general Joubert), one of them insubordinately answered, 
“ to order me to go and attack I^adysmith to-morrow, 
I should refuse point-blank, and n>y comrades would do 
likewise : most of us have v ives and children, anti we 
don’t, want to be killed!” To meet the case, some 
one suggested that the young unmarried men might 
be suitably employed in the assault; but this did not 
appear to find favour with any 'young man p)fe8eut. 

Our hopes o# eeaUpe, apar^ froin the fetding that it 
would be rather mean to fly from our hospitable com¬ 
mandant and launch him in a sea of trouble, were on 
this night as on the previous, doomed to disappointfiient. 
'VO'e were located in a small tent between another in 


which were the men captured with us and a waggon, 
^underneath which a party of Boers had taken up their 
quarters, moving in and out during the night with dis- 
turl^g ir^uency. Seated at the tent door were two 
JBoere with loaded rifl^ and a similar precaution pTC^ 
-rented exit at the other end. The moon was fftU, dr 
near^ ao, an^ a small object at a dwtam o e o# seviMil' 
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hiiSidred paces would have been visible and no diflBloult 
target for a Boer nuirksman. Under ^hefie circum¬ 
stances the matter had to be faced f>hilo8ophically, and 
having decided to defer our hopes of escape till lat^r, 
we retired to rest, nor <iid we hear the nightly strains of 
music which nt> dou^t arose later. 

Daybreak shw us once more afoot and wending our way 
towards the Modder Spruit, the men follo'^ng in our 
wake. We were tol<l tliat when we reached the railway- 
station at that place, we should find a train waiting to 
take us to Pi’etoria, ayd also that we .should obtam 
some food, whieli some of us sorely needed. Dropping 
down tlie far side of the neck, which we had climbed 
on tlie previous day, we passed behind Umbulwana Hill 
and soon after crossed the McjjMer Spruit, then on 
behind Lombards Kop and over a grassy rocky plain. 
During our march wo passed more than one large camp, 
all being well sheltei'e<l, by choice of site, from the iron 
hail of the Ladysmith guns, and in the/'listance towards 
Pepworths farm and Surprise Hill I saw and mentally 
noted the )>ositions of tliQi several cfoker ^'smaller encanip- 
ments. All these camps appeared to be connected with 
each other by the electric telegraph. The thougfifc 
crossed my mintl that if only somehow one could convey 
the knowledge of the enemy’s position gained, on the 
march from Pieter’s to Modder Spruit, to the garrison of 
Ladysmith, how’ useful might it not be. But the iron' 
heel of fate crushed £^ny hopes of effecting such a pur¬ 
pose, and our near approach to the railway brought one’s 
thoughts back to the stern reality of the situation.**’ 

Wo reached the station at 9.30 and shortly 

after were invited to enter a first-class carriagi^ the 
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men bein^ ad^mmodatecl with obveml triioka He^ 
oua party augmented by the arrival of Sergeant 
A- Broolde, Imperial Light Hore^ who had been *ap. 
tiAed whilst svidinming the Klip river on the previous 
morning, on his way back to Ladysmith from a soout- 
ing expedition through the Boei* camps. He whis¬ 
pered to me that he had given out to his cajitors 
that he w^ts a lieutenant in the Natal Carabineers, 
and we undertook to sujjjiort liis docejition. His object 
itj this mi.srepresentation, to further which he ha<l re- 
movetl his regimental batlges fi^>m liis slouch hat and 
his shoulder-straps, was to avoid being lodged in Pre¬ 
toria jail, whence escape wotd«l have lH»en no easy 
matter. He knew that sucli woid<l Iw his fate shouM 
it transpire to what e*i’ps he actually helonge<l, for the 
membei’s of the Imiwrial i..ight Morse are h»*M in 
peculiar aversion by the Boei-s. The reason is not far 
to seek. The majority of those serving in this cori)8, 
which has so gteatly distinguisl^ed itself during the 
war, are residents of .Johanimshnrg, an<l many had 
taken a proiuinenf 2’**'*'^ .Jameson raid, some 

a^ually having 8erve<l on the Reform Conimitte«». 

Before leaving this station wo met with the gnly 
insulting language ox 2 )erience<l throughout our journey, 
and this from an Irishman. I was glad to observe 
that the men of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers treated 
Him with a silent scorn which his cowardly conduct 
merited. 

Byjyay of escort w’e were provided with two Boers, 
Who travelled in the carriage as far as Vblkupist, 
where they were relieved by two others. The younger 
of thd^two former confided to me, with youthful glee, 
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that he had fired over one hundred rounds at us on 
tlie 15th, and had got a week’s leaved to* visit Jhis 
vroUw; while his elcjpr comrade, who spoke but little 
hlnglish, and resemblejjl somewhat a Scottish gan»e- 
keeper, was described to us as the man who put the 
stone on the fine which was the cause of the derail- 
ment of the armoured train. He had been awarded a 
fortnight’s leave for his successful feat, and not some 
costly war decoration. 

The Boers have a strange and objectionable custoga 
of firing from the trtJins when in motion, when any 
game they may chance to see is Avithin range. This, 
I believe, is proliibitod by their laws, but neither that 
nor the fact of its being the close season had any 
deterrent effect on our follow - travellers. Passing 
Elandslaagte, which from its name might be taken to 
suggest the proximity of one species of antelope, a 
herd of buck passed us in Indian file some four 
hundred yards distant. Pop, pop, went the Mausers, 
the btdlets knocking up the dust fairly near the 
terrifietl animals. They gallope(?f *off’ apparently im- 
touched, anti I was glad to see that the vaunted 
magk8man.ship was at fault. An equally unsuccessftil 
attempt at useless slaughter Avas rejjeated the follow¬ 
ing tlay in the Transvaal. 

We passed many trains bearing living freight of 
men and horses to the front, and at eA'ery station on 
the line numbers of people of both sexes crowded 
roimd the carriage windows, some expressing ^ dissp- 
poiqtment to find that I was not arrayed in the gfwb 
of old Qaul. Fat and forward vrou^a intimated to 
us that they would like be the boppy possessors. 


19 


How we Escaped from Pretoria. 

_ . ^ _ % - 

and no doubt wearers, of our regimental buttons ftnd 
badges ; but*we were ungallant enough to repel their 
unwelcome advanoes. 

*At length we came in view (ft the solid mass pre¬ 
sented by Majuba Hill,—for me a spot of the greatest 
interest, my regiment having lef<^ on the top, in the 
action of the 27th February 1881, ninety-six killed 
and wounded out of one hundred and twenty. I had 
never thought to see this hill in this fiMhion, and I 
mentally registered a vow tliat I sliould yet live to 
gaze at it, , going northwaij^ls with my regiment. 
Through tlie tunnel which pierces l,aing s Nek there 
^as an opportunity to spring forth from the window, 
like Charles Peace the burglar, and make for the i>pen 
veldt, but we wer<?^now full a hundred miles from 
Ijadysmith, the country between us and it infested 
with Bckts, and ourselves clad in uniform. 

At Volksmst, the first station inside the Transvaal 
border, our esgort was changed, and an inspector of 
police having joined us. Sergeant IJrockio was sub- 
jgcted to a cloSe •:<hininatioi.^ with a view to find out 
whether he had residcxl long in Johannesburg, and if 
*Ae were a burgher. As ho was talking somewhat 
freely alxmt his acquaintancij with that city, a ^oung 
Boer from Swaziland standing at the wiiulow whis- 
peied to me that if I did not want to got him into 
.trouble I had better warn him to put a guard on 
his tongue. I think that this little incident shows 
how well disposed towards us the people were in 
jnany oases. I do not think that this predilection al¬ 
together begins and ends with us soldiers, though un- 
douJ>t«dIy a ^arge majority l<x>k nix»n us as blindly 
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caAying out our orders without being much concerned 
\«ith wliat we are fighting about. 

T/ie niglit passed as nights genemlly do pass in a 
train where there are too many occupants of the car¬ 
riage for all to recline, and the morning came and 
reminded us that wg had before us the ordeal of ar¬ 
riving at Pretoria. Of breakfast at Heidelberg I have 
no very distinct recollection, save that the coffee was 
ijidiflFerent and the Imtter very rancid ; but these trifles 
were borne with coinplacenty by our escort, who, I 
think, ap])reciate<l the fyll-flavo\ired lubii^ant to which 
we took exception. 

The train rolled along at a steady irritating . pace* 
until by the liilly nature of the gromnl it was easy to 
tell that wo were ai)proat;hing th^>*Boer capital. First 
a fort appeared frowning down upon us from a wooded 
hill on our right, then another on a similar feature to 
our left. I’assing down the gv>rge between these two 
mute guardians of the city on this, itfj, southern side, 
we clashe<l over .soiiie points and knew it was the 
junction of the railway Delagoa.t. 

A few iniiiute.s more and we were steaming along-. 
side the platform of the terminus, the cynosure of all' 
eyes f for a goodly crowd had collectetl to view the 
latest captures l>y the brave burghers at the front. 
Our journey to the metropolis of the South African 
Republic was at an end, and nothing remained but* 
to employ one's wits in devising the best means of 
completing the circular tour so unwillingly cdmmenced. 
For that purpose, however, I recognised that a retunv 
tioket'and a personally conduotetl journey were equally 
unnecessary and undesirable. 
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LIFE .\ T THE MODEL S C H O O U 

“ Ml y»‘ win) i iiti r hiTi- 1>':^ <■ l.ihit).!," 

#*ERHAPS ii few words rooardino tlic si-at of C}ov<‘rn- 
inent (or shall I say AIis^ov«>rnni<'iit of tho Transvaal, 
in which four weary* luonlhs were to he passed, will 
not be out of plaei* at this sta^i- of tin* narrati\e. 

Pretoria, named aftei- Pretorins, the first oov.-rnor of 
the South African Uepnhli<-. lies on th<^ northern slop*' 
of the Aapies, » small tributary- of the CroeiMlile riv<-r. 
The town is regularly laid out in parallelograms, the 
si^es whieli forftj flftmi rimni*^ nejirly due north and 

soiitli, and east ainl w«'st, a not inconsiderable iwl- 

• • 

vantage to tliose who may- desire to fiial tln-ir yvay 
out of the city in some particular <lire<-tioii. *The 
streets, yy-liic.li are of nniform yvidth, .are l>order<sl yvith 
magnificent yvillows. a tree in yvhich the Diittdiman 
delig^its, but whicli givts the yvhole toyvii someyvhat 
the appearance of a great necropolis. The toyvn is 
brilliantly*lighte«l by electricity, ami the yvater supply 
ia^excellent. The temperattire varies from 89' F. dur¬ 
ing summer tji alxmt •12° F. in yvinter. Six forts of 
modc'^j^ fyp® encircle the town, constnicttsl on a series 
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of iieights which serve to conceal its existence until 
the near vicinity is reached. At the foe)t of Sigpal 
Hill, to the south of the town, stMl stands “Jess’s” 
cottage, described in ^ider Haggard’s novel. 

The country round Pretoria is said to possess few 
natural beauties, bi^ of these I am unable to speak 
with authority, having only seen a portion by moon*- 
light, at a time too when my attention«was fully 
occupied with matters which Avill be referred to 
later on. 

• ' 

A few minutes after •the train came to a standstill 
at Pretoria we were requested to alight. This was no 
sooner done than nocks were craned forward to obtaitt> 
a glimpse of the new arrivals, and the camera fiend, 
ever lying in wait for the unwarjfc* began the operation 
of transferring our features to Ids Rim. Pressing my 
hat over my brows, I endeavoured to put my physiog¬ 
nomy as far as possible into the shade. A lane was 
cleared through the living mass, and, joined by an officer 
of the Natal Carabineers (a prisoner from Harrismith) 
who was privily- informotl of Brdbkie’% deception, >}'e 
were formed uj* in a small party; the men were in 
a larger. Chmxjhill was letl aside to join the latter, 
conducted by a burly, evil - looking police official. I 
remonstrated with this Jack-iii-office, and pointed out 
to him that a war correspondent ranked as an officer, 
and further informeti him who this particular oorre* 
spondent was. All the reply vouchsafed was, “We 
know and care nothing for your lords and laVlies here.” 
I disdained further conversivtion with such a person. 
Like criminals we were marched off under a strong 
escort of police, but after a few yards I jjerQeired a 
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portly and still more ill-favoured-looking i>erson, '(vho 
tuyned out to be a certain Malan, field-oornet of l*i%- 
toria. Accosting tiini, I repeate<l my explanatioiiSr au<l 
■vfas rewarded by Churchill joining us a few moments 
later. Some time afterwards we heart! incidentally 
that when the first party of officers and men captured 
reabhed Pretoria, they were inarclietl all rbuntl the town, 
—^a trophy for the inhabitants to see. The I!oers, liow- 
ever, were greatly disappointeil that they were not wear¬ 
ing the red coats as in IKS], and eotni)laine<l bitterly 
that wearing* khaki was not hiir, it was “so much more 
difficult to see.” The men were marche<l to the race- 
•course, on the outskirts of the town, ami, after ]>assing 
along a few unfrequente<l streets, we arrive<l in front of 
the Staats AIo«lel f?<*liool. On the veramhih 1 noticed 
several acquaintances, .and ouee insi<le the gate we were 
beset by inquiries .as to how we were captuiial, what 
the latest news was, and where IJulh-r and his army 
were. At thi% early st.age of the c!amj)aign theia* was 
little to tell, and, tearing m^-self away, I speedily fouml 
l^ome one whd rti^laineil t«* me the routine of the 
establishment, aiul where one would sleep, and fee<l, 
and so on. 

I regret that I must weary my rea<lers with a*Home- 
what minute de.scription of the buil<liiig and its surround¬ 
ings, as it was from here that I made more than one 
unsuccessful, ami at length a successful, attempt to 
escape. A reference to the accompanying plan will here 
and latei^ help to elucidate matters. 

The Staats Model School, a*eubstantial single-storeyed 
red brick edifice, is built at the comer of one* of the 
pai dl^lograms into which the town is subdivided, it« 
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length running approximately north and south. It is, 
as^its name implies, an educational establisl^nent for the 
youth of Pretoria, and ia divdded into s^number of school¬ 
rooms and lecture-halls. ^It contains in all sixteen room® 
in the bo<ly of the building, including two at each end. 
A long central p&ssag* runs almost throughout its length, 
terminated l>y tlhe end rooms, and across this is the pas¬ 
sage from the front entrance to the door int© the yard 
or playgrouial. On both sides of the building is a 
verandah which extends .along the exterior of the six 
central rooms, and this again is overlapped by the four 
end rooms. One of these eiul rooms is fitted up as a 
gymnasium, and another was used by us as a fives-court. 
Outside a railing, breast-high, ran round the west and 
south sides, the two remaining sides being enclosed by 
a corrugated iron paling six feet and a half high. In 
addititm tt) these, a vvdi'e netting ten feet high ran parallel 
to the j)aling but close to the building, and through this 
an opening immediately facing the back eloor led to the 
grass-covered back-yard. Across the yard, in which were 
the tents of our soldier servants an8 •the police guard* 
were some low buildings connected with the iron palings.^ 
A double row of trees ran close to the eastern paling. 
At night this yar»l was lighted by four electric lights. 
On the two sides of the buihling which did not look 
upon the street were private houses in gardens, that on 
the north ai<le being used as a Red Cross hospital, vyth 
•a tloor of communication in the iron paling which opened 
into the sohool-yaril. The houses across the streets were 
occujiied. Our guard at fliis time consistetl of twenty-* 
seven men and three corporals of the Sguth African 
Republican Police, which furnished nine sentries in re- 
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liefs^f four hours. They were armed with Lee-MetfcMPd 
rifles and revolvers, and carried whistlea Tljp rffles were 
not Ipaded, but each sentry wore a baadolier full of car¬ 
tridges. Five of these "sentries were posted outside ths 
enclosure and the remainder within, and the public were 
forbidden to approach nearer to us than the opposite 
side of the street. No vehicle, horse, or bicycle was 
permitted to pass the school; and even dogs w#i^ driven 
away lest they should be the bearers of messages. 

The town was guarded, prinoii>ally for the protection 
of property and for the nrrest of suspicioup persons, by 
special constables, who Avero posted in every street, armed 
with revolvers, and in sonie cases accompanied by their*, 
canine friends. These moxmted duty at 6 or 7 P.M., ac¬ 
cording to the hour of sunset, an<^* after 10 P.M. were 
entitled to demand passes from persons walking in the 
town. Beyond them, again, were mounted patrols, Avho 
by day and night watched the main roads into the town, 
preventijig the ingress and egress <if per-spns unprovided 
with permits. No one*not in possession of a passpqpt 
could travel by rail, which^ffectuallj* kiirled that means 
of exit to us. 

The prisoners living at the school at this time consisted 
of thd officers of the cavalry and mounted infantry cap¬ 
tured at Dundee on the 20th October, those taken at 
Nicholson’s Nek, and sojne stray prisoners taken at 
other times. 

In charge of us were two officials—one a Boer com¬ 
mandant, the other a Hollander gentleman. Dr Vjlunning, 
^who at the same time discharged the double fimotions o^ 
manager of the Zoological Oardens and Curator of the 
Museum. The commandant was not exactly a pa^^m 
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of ©very virtue, but the doctor was uniformly coiu-t^us, 
ai}d did; all tiiat he could to make our ooufiued existexme 
as bearable as possible. Our dail^ routine reminded one 
<Jf school, without work'or common task to fill the hours 
•which dragged so slowly by. fi'ortunately, however, we 
were allowed to join the Staats tibrafy, from which a 
fair selection of books tp suit most tasfes could l>© ob¬ 
tained. This was indeed a boon to most of us. 

To my surprise, for otherwise escape woultl have Ijeen 
made much more difficult, wo w€»re allowed to wear plain 
clothes, and •were even provided with a suit and some 
other necessaries on arrival. The small party which 
arrived at the same time as I diil were provi<le<l each 
with a ready-made suit of liideoiis mustard colour, quite 
unsuitable for 2>assii1g throtjgh I’retoria unnotio«Hl. We 
managed, however, to lu-ociue garments of a more sombre 
and less conspicuous hue. 

Our meals were simple, but sufficient. The Transvaal 
Govei^lbieiit g((-ve us a free <lail 3 ’ ration «jf I lb. of l>eef, 
tkme<l or fresh, some breiwl, tea, an<l potatoes. As this 
^as inadequate, (♦ffiess comnaittee undertook the thank¬ 
less task of feeding us at tli.‘ rate of alsjut 2s. tSd. per 
diem. Those who desire<l could jnirehase luxuries, aiul 
indeed almost anything btit firearms, through a local 
dealer. 

Space for exercise was limited, for Iwyoncl the small 
ya^ in which some j}laye<l rounders and (jm»its, wo were 
restrictetl to walking round and round the building, re¬ 
minding* one of life on board ship. Insi<le we had the 
.gymnasium and a room which was eventually used as • 
fives-court. ^Chess, bridge-whist, and “ patience ^ helped 
to 4 |>ass the evenings and wet days. Those who had 
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friends in hospital next door were permitted to visit 
tltem, and by this means we occasionally oBtained some 
newa of the outside w^rld. The dail^ papers published 
in Pretoria and Johannei||burg also were to be obtainecf; 
but their contents, coupled with the information which 
our jailors volun’teered, were of a nature to depress one’s 
spirits,— always provided one was foolish enough to 
place any credence in tliem. I must not orftit to say 
here that beer was allowed, and that one might walk 
round the buildings as late as one liketl, and sleep on„ 
the v'erandah. The iiihid>itants of I’retoria took con¬ 
siderable inteivst in us, and some amusing expedients 
were ado[)ted to procure our photf>graphs. 

One <lay a cab <lrove up at an hour when, like wild 
beasts in eonlinoment, we were wall»;ng round an<l round 
our cage ; the window nearest to us was draped with 
black cloth, in which a small hole, [)ierced the size of 
a camera lens, was visible. This vehicle remained some 
time, after which the occu|>ant, having gotrall he wanted 
di •ove oil. Detectives were fre<iuently to bo .seen watch¬ 
ing us as we took onr exertWse, and ti dowji descrip* 

tions of our ap[K‘arance, gait, and so on. But Sumlay, 
was the <lay of the week when we were most favoured. 
Towanls sunset the youth and beauty (I can’t say rank 
and fashion) o^ the town passed .and repas.sed our schol¬ 
astic retreat, some gazing on us with looks of sympathy, 
others as if they would be glad to have a shot at^us 
thrmigh the railings. 

1 must not forget one young lady in particular, 
evidently of a deeply sympathetic nature, who, L' 
hoard, was named after one of those flowers which in 
heathen mythology Avas adopted as a disguise by 
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forlorn maiden pursued by the enamoured Jupiter. 
Beyond ^la^oes sliot over the railing at twenty yar^s, 
she was quite sajp from the inmates of «)ur dwelling. 

was said, and I believe trul^'^ that after Chmtdnirs 
escape, \vhen every Knglish person in Pretoria was 
suspected of complicity, she was arrested by the nn- 
ohivalrous Dutch, and though she coidd have rendereil 
him no assistance whatever, was lined l.'25. 

Ijoolcing over the railings, beyoinl the hideous and 
exasperating landscape of armed 2 >oli<-e, much of th<‘ 

'town could not be seen. To the soutlnvar<l were the 

« • 

fortified hill.s, through which wi- had passed at the time 
of our arrival, .atid betwt'en us .aiid them ran the railway 
to Delagoa Ba\'. Ih-iiig stmimer, the foliage of the trees 
effectually j>reventt«l an e.xtemled view, whi<rh might 
have given us a hetttM- idea of our surroundings. 

The interest whi<'h (’hurchill’s arrival ha<l at. first 
jjrovoked ha<V by no me.ans iib.ated, and he rec^eived 
many visitors with whom animated dis<!Ussions on tlu" 
all-ab.sorbing to 2 )i<! of the war Were «“ngage<l in. Home 
ho{)e of releaso»w;^‘^iehl out t^i him; but the impression 
which had gi>ne forth (.an ineoi-reet one) that he had 
Iwrne arms against the [Republic during the arin<»ure<l 
train incident made th.al somewhat |>robleniaticai4. 

The thought of evading the \igilfinc«' of the guar«l 
and making my way ba<-k t*> the fi-ont had sraircely 
for an instant Ijeen absent from my mind, and I was 
fulfy re.solve<f to effect it .at the earliest favourable 
opporturllty. An .attempt to brilK* the sentries to 
lool^the other way, while one passtsi th<! barrier, met 
with no success, and although some months fater I 
rene;kve<l it, offering a sentry who was well dispo8«<i 
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to^vards us £100, he was not to be tampered with. 

said thSkjt if I got out of the buil^in^ I oould 
never get out of the country, the^ were so many 
patrols and other pAcautions to prevent the escape 
ot prisoners, and that *in any case the sentries on his 
right hand and left would see, and not be silent. 
Another difiioulty which itself, even had 

one succeeded in gaining over our amiable ^policeman, 
was the imijossibility of being sure that he would be 
on duty at the best j)lace of exit on the most suitable 
occasion. 

Ultimately we came to the decision that outside 
assistance in getting out of tlie guarded enclosure^ 
was unattainable, and that wo must def>end on our 
own devices. 

The plan which Sei’geant llrockie and I at length 
evolved was to climb out of the enclosure at the place 
where the low buildings at the back of the yard were 
situated. The spot chosen was one ^ on which the 
electric light did not Shine ; and ijrovided the sentry, 
who generally stood clo^ to this ^iJIaae, ha 2 >penod to 
move a few jmces from it, no great difficulty was 
to be anticijjated. Only one sentry could i>ossibly see* 
any <jne climbing over, and if his back wtSre turned, 
provided he heard nothing, his eyes would certainly 
be of no avail. 

Once outside the yard, creejjing through the adjacent, 
gardens we could gain the streets, then the exterior 
of the town, and, following the railroad tc^ Selagpa, 
either board the 11.10 P.M. train (a portion of #hio^ 
consisted of trucks) at some steep gradient, ^or wait 
for it at Uerste Fabrikeu Station, thirteen miles dia> 
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tant. Travelling with it till close on daybreak, which 
wcjuld bring* us near Halinoral (the centre of a ookl 
district), we woultP liide all <lay, iyi<l at nightfall search 
fdr a coal - truck iii the ailjagent sidings. By this 
means, if successful, the I'ortuguese frontier might bo 
passetl. 

The information regaitling trains, special police, and 
other details was gradually accuniulatetl, aiul early in 
Deceinljer the plan was ripe for execution. 

^ On the 7th of that month tw«) of our sohlier ser¬ 
vants l:)elongrng to the ISth* Hussars su<!c.eeded in 
breaking out and c'scaping. Tlu*y cliinbeil <»ver the 
•flicos at the back of the 3 ar<l during the dinner- 
hour, a time at which tlie vigilainte <if the sentries 
was somewhat relax*-*!. I l>eli<-v»> the police found 
out that tlKW had gon**, bn; thinking that they woultl 
not Ik- misse*! sai<l nothing alsmt it t<j the ooin- 
mandant. The two soldi*-rs, \v<* heard afterwartls, 
were caught ak no great <listan<^e from l*rtstoria, and 
after being i<lentiiicd wt-re loilged in jail. 

,The escape ot* tir**^o men mj#le one f*H.*l that no time 
was to be lost, an«l all that was rwjuired was a slack 
and unobservant sentry-, one who woul<! rluring^ the 
dinner-hour move a few pat:<*s from his post an<l pro¬ 
vide the necessary’’ ojjportuiiit^*. 

Up to this time Churchill, as I hav<* sai<l, ha<l had 
%omg hop*‘.s of release, but on the 0th I>ecenil>er he told 
me they were dissipated, an*l knowing that Sergeant 
Brockie' and I intendo*! to escape, he suggeste*! coming 
vgith us. We oonsentetl, though the certainty th^t ho 
would be missed within a few hours lessened tho 
chances of success. The night of the 12th came, and 

o 
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we dedd^ to go’ if possible; but as the moon would 
fise about 7.45 P.H. and illuminate the dArk spot where 
we' meant to break-out, the oppdirtimity would, we 
knew, be a fleeting oi^, “There is many a slip,”’as 
the proverb has it, and Brookie and I were doomed 
to disappointment. • Chimshill saw his chance and took 
it, but when’ I tried to follow, the sentry, who now 
obstinately stuck to his post, saw me, and* to go was 
impossible. 

I will not dwell longer on this unsuccessful attempt, 
for on the principle thafr 

“ Things without remedy 
Should be without regard; what’s done is done,”— 

the only course was to await events and adopt some 
other plan. We knew now, however, that escape by 
our first scheme was no longer practicable; and this 
was amply proved by the events of the following day, 
which I will leave to the next ohaptep. 


wd J^sce^d from Pre^^r^ 



III. 


REVOLVING PLANS OF ESCAPE. 
“Hope apringK eternal in the human breaat.” 


In order to conceal tlje sudden tleparture of the sj>eoial 
war correspondent of •the ‘ Morning Post,’ and obtain 
for him as long a start as posnil>le, we made up a 
dummy figure which, placed in his be«l, had such a 
natural appearance that early on the morning of the 
13th it was incited to accept a cup of coffee by a 
soldier servant. No reply l>eing vouclisafetl, the bev¬ 
erage was placed on a chair.*’’ But our attempts to 
d^er the evil hour of discovery were si>eedily fnw- 
trated; for a barber of the town, who, watched hr « 
polioeman, plied his trade on certain days in the school, 
came by appointment at 8 A.M., and failing to find his 
^client, roused suspicion in the mind of his escort. These 
s&spisions were conveyed to Hr Gunning, who came 
himself to gaa what was the matter. I liad endesv- 
oored ^ get rid of the barber by telling him that he 
wtfs not required that morning, but, unfortunately^ he 
was an inquisitive, persistent fellow, who was ‘unwilling 
to dopkrt before earning his expected fe# Ibr Chinning 
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came and made inquiries regarding ChtirohiU’S where¬ 
abouts, but obtained no information. 

At 9.30 A.M., when* the commandant returned, a roll 
was called, and each pfisoner’s presence carefully noted. 
The fact of tliere being an absentee became apparent. 

I knew thajb by this time, if Churchill had caught the 
night train, he should be at least fifty miles from Pre¬ 
toria, and well out of the reach of any patrols which 
might be despatched thence. Steps were now under¬ 
taken for his capture; his description was telegraphed 
everywhere; and so great was the Goverftment’s annoy¬ 
ance at his escape and its desire to capture him, that 
the members thought of nothing else for some days, and 
the whole State machinery came t^ a standstill. Several 
policemen who were supposed to have been bribed were 
removed and replace<l by others ; many Englishmen’s 
houses were searched; an English nurse in the hospital 
next door, falsely accused of helping him, was put over 
the border; and more tliau one arrest* of pei*sons sup¬ 
posed to answer to his description was made. 

Next day Mr De Souza, Under Secretary of State 5or 
War, a Portuguese gentleman, told me th&t General 
Joubert had telegraphed from before Ladysmith to the 
effect that he was satisfied that Mr Winston Churchill 
had not borne arms against the RepubUo, and that he 
approved of his unconditional release. I leave the reader, 
to believe this or not as he bhooees. Mr De Souza added 
that his Government was now indifferent ae^ to whether 
he was found or not, as in the former case he w^uld be 
released. 

Many drastic changes now took place in the pdfioe 
and dthw arrdikgements for the security the prlaanom. 
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By day,and night sentriea were posted m the adjaoant 
givens, nnd^ their numbers were for some days au|^ 
mented from nine»to seventeen. Roll-calls took plaoe 
twice daily; beer, newspapers, villting patients in hos¬ 
pital, walking round the building after 8.30 P.M., and 
sleeping on the verandah, were all prohibited. For a 
time we were subjected to many petty annoyances, 
which disQlayed to fine advantage the narrow-minded 
and malicious nature which aotuate<l our warders. 

Dr Gunning <lid his best to smooth our difHculties, 
t)ut he ran tjie risk of drawipg suspicion on himself 
by so doing. Public opinion jpi Pretoria ran in favour 
gf very stringent measimes, and the Government (which 
endeavoured to deserve the name of a ]K>pular one, with 
the Dutch at least)^felt comjKilletl to meet to some 
extent the wishes of the citizens. 

Several detectives and the inspector of police in8[>e<3tetl 
the building and surroundings with a view to prevent 
a recurrence of^the event of the 12th, and the result of 
their visit showed itself after a T‘ew days. The offloes 
aj the back of dhe yanl, origijj^ally connected with the 
paling, were isolated, so that the sentries could pass 
■behind and prevent any one from climbing over; the 
lower branches of the trees were c»it off so thsl; no 
dark place remaine<l ; and the reflectors of the electric 
lights were adjusted in such a way that no s[K>t was 
aow in shade. I shall refer later to two additional 
lights which were placed in the streets on the southern 
and westefti sides of the building, as they were destined 
to ph^ a part in a future plan. The sentries, who now 
kept their rifles loaded, were placed under the insjfieotor 
of pi^oe, a German; and every night that officer viadted 
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them without fail, and saw that they were thoroughly 
^igilant. 

Up to the time of the incident I have just recounted, 
ihe Reverend Qodfra^, a Church of Rngland clergyman, 
had held a service in !he schoolroom on Sundays; but 
after Churchill’s escape he deemed it wiser to forsake 
us. I believo he thought that he incurred the danger 
of being suspected of complicity, and hence gf being put 
over the border. Some of us considered his fears some¬ 
what groundless, seeing that the commandant never left 
his side during the whple time he was §ngaged in his 
ministrations. Fortunately for us, the Reverend Adrian 
Hofmeyer, who had been most treacherously taken pri%- 
oner on the western border (I think through the instru¬ 
mentality of Cronje), and in spite^^of ill-health had been 
kept for some time in a prison-cell, arrivetl to join our 
company. The commandant in charge of us would fain 
have induced him to jilay the part of mouchard, but he 
reckoned without his liost. I feel sure that every officer 
who was a prisoner shon felt that in ^Ir Hofmeyer he 
had the staunchest of Jtx’iends, and. that a most lo;^al 
Englishman had joined our tlirong. Though cut off 
entirely from wife and family, and allowed to reoeivb 
no tetters from them, suffering no doubt from depression 
of spirits and ennui, he was ever ready with a kindly 
word and sympathetic look, which went far to mitigate 
the trials of our confinement. His able and encouraging 
discourses \yill not readily lie forgotten by some of us, 
and as I understand that he may publish ‘them, it is 
not improbable that they may reach farther thSn wjis 
origihally intended. At one time there was a talk of 
his release, but glad as we should have been to s^ this 
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come about, many of us secretly hoped that ha wo«l4 
not leave*us.^ 

About this tun% the party who had been oaptureil 
with the guns at Colenso arriv^, and from them we 
gleaned a good deal of news, whiSh, siuoe the newspapers 
had been forbidden us, we sadly laoked. Dr Qiuming 
told me in confidence that a battery of.Creusdt guns 
of the lat^t pattern had rejvohetl Pretoria vid Loren 9 t> 
Marques, and I afterwards learnt that this important 
addition to the Boer armament had been smuggled 
Through the custom-house in j^iano-oases. 

For the fiist few days af^r Churchill’s esoajie we 
^^upied ourselves by noting the various alterations 
undertaken for our security, and in thinking out some 
new plan of oporattens. One day we made a raid 
upon some cupboards an<l broke them oj^en, finding 
therein three screw - drivers, two triangular files, an<l 
a pair of wire-cutters. All of these were destined to 
be of service ir^ the near future. Tiiles of escape from 
prison had always ha<i a peculfar fascination for me, 
and I was as fiwniliar wit^i the true account of 
Latude’s escape from the Bastilhi and Jack Sheppard’s 
■•from the castle-wartl in old Newgate, as I was with 
the fictitious escape of Kdmond Dantes from* the 
ChAteau d’lf. Our next plan was to Ihj on the lines 
of the first of these. 

, On first arriving at the school the idea of digging 
one^ way out had presented itself to me, but as there 
was a ffrospect of escaping without going below 
grotuld, the subterranean project was for the time 
being laid aside. Now we decided to put it in *foroe. 
The, occupants of our room (five in number, since 
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Chitrohill left) agreed to try to burrow their way to 
freedom, and decided to start work forthwith. We 
invited Le Mesurier of the Dublin J'uailiers, my com¬ 
panion in our successfhl escape, to join us, and being'i>f 
powerful physique he pAved a most indefatigable digger. 

On Sunday .the 17th December we made a pre¬ 
liminary exploration to ascertain whether there was 
space under the floor suflScient to contain, the earth 
we should have to remove in our operations. Before 
cutting through the floor we examined the planks, 

O 

which were well laid aqd dovetailed, and^ to our satis¬ 
faction found a trap-door^ Removing the screws which 
held it in its place, we raised it and descended. 

As three of us were doomed to occupy this eartny 
chamber for nearly three weeks, p. shall here give a 
brief description of it. The floor was about two feet 
and a half above the ground, and the space below, 
which corresponded with the room above, was divided 
into five narrow compartments by four transverse 
stone walls on which* the cross - beams that carried 
the flooring were laid.. Each oliamber was about 
eighteen feet in length and three feet and a half in 
breadth, and there were man - holes in the walls. A * 
certain amount of air came into this damp space 
through small ventilators under the verandah, but the 
atmosphere was very close, and one could not see 
except by candle-light. 

We now divided ourselves into three reliefs, an^ on 
Monday morning commenced work. It htld to be 
carried out as silently as possible. The sohem^ wa® ' 
to siAk a shaft about twelve feet deep by five ui 
length and three in width, and from the bottog, of 
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this to drive a tunnel diagonally under the street* od 
the -we^rttm ^ide of the building for about one hundr^ 
feet. This would, bring ua under a kitchen - gaiden, 
v^henoe we could easily escape after dark, unseen. For 
digging implements we used %ur screw - drivers, and 
succeeded in breaking through some, three feet of 
caked earth as hard as concrete. After this was 
penetrated, the work became easier; but to our dis¬ 
may, though not surprise, two feet deejjer landed us 
in water. After many ineffectual attempts to get 
rid of it, by carrying it to jtho most distant of the 
five compartments, we fouii^ that the inflow, e8i>eoi- 
«^lly after rain, greatly exceetled what we could bale 
out, and our secoml plan accordingly fell through. It 
had been a work ot considerable lalxmr, armed as we 
were with such unsuitable tools, and the disappoint¬ 
ment at having to confess ourselves lieaten was great. 
Some lines by Sir Walter Scott kept constantly re¬ 
curring to me— 

“ I’atu'nce waits the ilcstineci clay ; 

Strength^jan clear thc*uml>er’<I woy ; ” 

• z —and the word impoHnihle was not to be thought of. 

The numl)er8 who were now incarcerated in the 
Model School had increased greatly, and Fiekl-Cornet 
Malan, before leaving for the front, harl 8tart<?d a 
•scheme for locating us in a much more roomy place, 
which we understootl was in course of construction 
and was* approaching completion. We lay on our 
^ cars •for a time, hoping that the new place might 
Iw more favourable to our plans than our {fresent 
ha^^tion. 
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' Ohrutmas-dsy oanie, a dreary day for ua and one on 
whioh many had hoped to be in Pretoria wit^ a viotoriouB 
•army. Two English women employed in the hospital 
as cooks made us a p^ent of plum-puddings, and tUa 
generous Transvaal Qovjfnment allowed us eaoh a bottle 
of beer, on payment. ^ 

The days were now growing more and more monoton¬ 
ous, news was soaroe and not encouraging, aj;id beyond 
reports that we shotild shortly shift our quarters, and 
the occasional arrival of a prisoner, nothing occurred 
to break the unvarying sameness of oiy* fungus-like 
existence. The possibilil^ of organising a rising and 
break out of our prison had gone no farther than the^ 
stage of discussion. The difficulty of obtaining reliable 
outside help and of procuring suffic^nt arms, and many 
other points, led to the final abandonment of the project. 

All through January Sergeant Brookie and 1 had 
kept watch night after night, between 7.30 and 8.30, 
thinking it possible to climb the railings and to slip 
past a certain sentr^ when his back was turned. 
Fortunately for us, he jjever gave* us the wished-for 
opportunity, for I am now convinced that some other 
sentry would have seen us, and that we should not * 
have* got far. 

At the end of January we were allowed once more to 
boy a daily paper, and to visit, imder supervision, our 
friends in hospitaL The news gleaned from the ‘ Volk-, 
stem,’ a Government organ, was as nothing oompareci to 
a source from which we obtained the latest *and most 
rdiable information. It came about in this wisok* Wp 
had dbtioed a man who occasionally passed the Model 
School, generally aooompanied a St Bemard’o^^sUp, 
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SVom luB manner he ^med symi^athetio and stnaBOus 
to eo nn ai n u nl gate with us, and he sometimes mutter^ 
some words as h% passed. As time went on he took to' 
dl^gnalliiag to us by the Morse o^e with his stiok. As 
the police seem^ very suspioi^is of him, he oould not 
send more than a word or two, such as “.Britiah victory.” 
The sentries became more suspicious of hkn, and I believe 
he was tojd not to pass the sohooL For a time, at any 
rate, he rarely was seen. At length a system of oom- 
munioation was arranged with him through the medium 
of the hospital, and we found put that we were indebted 
for our news to one of the^ principal telegraphists in 
Pretoria. Matters were soon on a better footing. Our 
sympathetic signaller took to visiting a certain house, 
and in the aftem<)pn he sent many messages to us 
from the verandali. As, however, his duties preventetl 
him from coming daily, and his presence at this house 
was calculated to arouse suspicion, he instructe*! two 
yoimg ladies, ^who, we imagined, were daughters of our 
opposite neighbour, in the art* of signalling, and they 
undertook the risky work transmitting to us the 
news with which he supplied them. 

* Standing well inside the door, one would signal with 
a white flag, while the other, seated on the verandah, 
gave warning when a sentry or passer-by was approach¬ 
ing. By this means we now received, twice tiaily, the 
latest news, from the Boer point of view, of what went 
oiT at the front; and I believe that we were the recipi¬ 
ents of fhe same telegrams which were laid before his 
JHoiRmr President Ejruger. The same news was often 
•wrved up in the daily papers in a very diflSnrehf guise ; 
':Sl^yetinws it was omitted idtogethmr. 
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u is difficult to be certain of one’s dates where no 
notes or diary have been kept, but I thinly it was early 
• in February that twelve officers were showed, on pai^e, 
to attend the funeral *of an officer of a Colonial corpb. 
On their way back they^rove past the President’s house 
and saluted him as^he sat smoking on his verandah. 
The old Popper statesman at once rose and courteously 
returned the compliment, raising his tall hat. „ This was 
the only occasion on which any officer who was a prisoner 
in Pretoria saw him. 

In the same month I t>appened one day^ to be leaning 
over the railings of our ]|^son, ruminating on my hard 
fate and the difficulty of overcoming it, when I saw an,, 
unmistakable Englishman, accompanied by another man, 
of whom I took no particular note.* They were passing 
by on the other side of the street, and their sympathetic 
looks attracting my notice, I responded. As the sequel 
will show, I was unconsciously looking at the very two 
men who were soon to give Ee Mesurier and me invalu¬ 
able aid in our escape,* an<l, strange to say, they* had 
done as much for Churc^jill. 

The time was now approaching when our last and suc¬ 
cessful bid for freedom was to take place. On the 12tH 
February I had heard from Sir Williani Nicholson that, 
as I expected, there was no possibility of my being ex¬ 
changed under present circumstances. Tliis was no 
disappointment, but it made me decide that to wait 
longer was useless. Rumours of our moving to the new 
building were now of almost daily occurrence, *and from 
a plan which I had seen, it appeared to be a place Ifron^ 
which bsoape would be even more diffiotilt than frq^ oiur 
present dwelling. 
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The Bohem^' upon which we now based our hopes Vas 
to induce th9 English electrician in charge of the ligl\Jt- 
of the town t<f extinguish the Jights of the school and * 
of that district of Pretoria in -yhich it was situate*!, for 
half an hour on some dark night. We inquired through 
Major Adye, who was iu hospital, if he ^ould help with¬ 
out divulging anything. The reply cam5 that, being on 
parole, he^regretted he could not. We heard aftervvanls 
that if the lights at the school had l>eon extinguished the 
search-lights in the forts would have been turned on us 
at once. Tins plan having s» far failed, wo deoide<l to 
do the extinguishing part ofprogranime ourselves by 
cutting the wires which lighted the building and back¬ 
yard. 

Four consjjirators^were engaged in this scheme. Tlio 
general idea was to cut the wire on some dark wet night, 
and, silently crossing the yard with feet encased in noise¬ 
less india-rubber shoes, pass betwtssn the sentries and 
climb as quickly as jjossiblo over the corrugated iron 
paling, and so attain the ynr<l behind the liospitaL 
Whence the 8troet*woul<l easily l>o gaimsl ; and at the 
.worst, if discovered, we could make a rtin for it and 
try to pass the special police, reach the Aapies river 
some two streets off, ami, following its course,* come 
eventually to the outskirts of the town. 

This project, I n©e<l harrlly say, was a very risky 
oi^ for wo ha*l Ixtund ourselves to stop for nothing 
once th^ light went out. If seen, we should have to 
mn^the gaimtlet of two sentries a few yards distant. 
*who would shoot at us without hesitation. There 
seemAd no other possible way of baffling the guards, 
dtad the moet dangerous way is generally the si^eet. 
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"WP trusted that on the light beings suddenly ex- 
ti^iguished the sentries would not see well tor soitie 


seconds, and that their surprise znif^ht distract their 
attention from us. * 


In a place where we were so crowded, it was 
extremely difBiottlt t9 discuss our plans in secret, and 
indeed privacy was nowhere to be found. To reach 
the roof of the building in which the eleotrio wires 
were, it was necessary to remove a heavy ladder from 
the gymnasium and by its assistance climb through 
a trap'door in the roof of the main passage. By this 
means we explored the lo^| on one occasion, but as a 
permanent route it was radically bad. In order to * 
succeed it was necessary to keep our arrangements 
absolutely secret, and this was impossible unless some 
other means of reaching the loft could be devised. At 
length a simple means occurred to me. 

The roof of the gymnasium, which was of wood, 
had sloping sides, and by climbing to ^e top of one 
of the ladders a trap-door might be out, and then we 
should have private access to the ’flHres. I forthwitlv 
made a saw out of a table-knife, and the trap-doOT^ 
was out and cross - battens screwed to it to keep it 
from falling out. In order to facilitate climbing over 
the iron paling, we prepared two plank ladders with 
padded ends; these we painted over with boot-blacking 
to render them inconspicuous. 

Another important matter was the questioi^ of food. 
As we intended making for Mafeking, we expect^ to 
be several days on the road, and sufficient provunozi^ 
of a non-bulky nature must be oarried. We double- 
lined our waistooats, making numerous pockets the^bllk 
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eaoh of whioI>> would hold one or two packet# of 
olipoolat^ Should we have to run for it, we should 
be oarr^ring weiglft where it wo^d be least felt. . 

* *T[ have mentioned before that ^wo extra eleotrio lights 
had been placed in the street, and these were outside 
our control. There was a possibiiity that they might 
light up the yard more than we expeibted, but this 
was unaveidable. On more than one occasion I had 
made an inspection about 3 A.M., when all the lights 
,in the building were out, and it seemed probable tliat 
these lights«would have m<Me effect than we had 
allowed for. 

We had often remarked tliat no sooner had we got 
our plans well maturetl than some new difRoulty would 
arise. The present* scheme ^was no exception. One 
evening I was sitting on the back verandah when the 
inspector of police arrived, accompanied by a very 
objectionable species of sentry — a large white bull- 
terrier. This ^nimal was allotte«l a permanent {>ost, 
to which he was chained day and night, close to 
\^ere we meant break oat. He seemed to be a 
dog of discrimination, for h<* 8howe<l a violent anti¬ 
pathy to policemen and a most amiable disjKJSition 
towards us. As the nights were cold, wo represented 
that his health might suffer, and he was shortly pro¬ 
vided with a rude kennel, which we hojjed would 
>ha^e the effect of inducing sleep, and so reducing his 
value as a sentry. 

But a more trying incident was to follow, and at 
risk of boring my readers with details shall 
record it. 

dt the rooms of the scdiool had been used as a 
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atAe-room, and as this was now required for other 
purposes, the stores were removed into th# gymnasium. 
We were no longer masters of the** situation, for the 
two officers of mercantile predilections who were 
charge of this important department kept their office 
locked, and were frequently at work with accounts 
until a late Ifour. 'We managed, however, to secure a 
duplicate key of the gymnasium, which in some degree 
compensated us. Of course we couhl have taken the 
storekeepers into our confidence, but that was un-^ 
desirable. • . 

All was now ready, V^nd a servant had been en¬ 
gaged to cut tlie wires. He had been introduced ta 
the loft, and instructed what to do on receiving a 
certain signal. The alternoon Friday, 23rd Feb¬ 
ruary, was didl and threatening, and there were un¬ 
mistakable signs that wo shouhl have rain at night. 
Provided there were no lightning, all might be well. 
The gymnasium was vacated and loef:ed up for the 
night at. 8.30, and our accom})lice was duly consigned 
to the spot where his tftvire-taittofti were to opera^. 
A driz/.ling rain was falling, and the wind whistled 
through the trees — the precursor of a stormy night.* 
The^sky was covered with inky clouds, and the ground 
undeHoot hein,g <lamp, would ileaden the sound of oiur 
footsteps as we crossed the yard. Fortune at last 
seemed to smile on our venture, for the sentries wer» 
one less in number than usual, the absentee being the 
very one close to whom we should have had to pass. 
This seemed an omen of success. At nine o’clo^ the 

u m 

four conspirators assembled on the verandah, ladder in 
hand, ready to creep with stealthy steps to th® £.p- 
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pointed It was an exoitinn; lime, the piraepeot of 

esqfipe so ne*r and so uncertain. I gave the s%nsi 
and the moments*seemed like Itpurs. Suddenl;^ *tbe 
n^ts in the buUdin^ and yar^ went out, and like a 
Hash we made for the ^te through the wire>netting; 
but soaroely had we reached the lukrrier of wire when 
the buildings and yanl were again illuininated. Back 
we crept to the verandah, imagining that our ao* 
complice hafl receive<l a slnxjk which had disjibletl him, 
a^nd had failo»l to out the wire completely. Several 
minutes of sn#j>ense passe*!, i^d the sentries showed 
tmmistakably that they wej^^ womlering what ha«l 
Happeneil. The corporal went his rtmiuls. aiul seemetl 
to be discussing the ^ccej»tri<nties of the light. 

After some time phr accoin|>lioe came aii<l fohl ns 
what had hai>pene<l. Ho ha<l cut the wire, ho sai<l, 
completely through, receiving a severe slnK-k in so 
doing, and he now decline*! to take further part in 
80 unpleasant as* operation. Af(^*r a consultatifjn we 
decided that the guar*l Isiing on the <jui rii<e it 
would be in vain to cut the %ther wire that night 
and think to *58caj>o unstHUj. We th**refore *lef<*rred 
tJie attempt till the next <lark night. 

Next day wo insulate*! the wire-cutters with a silk 
handkerchief an*l some in*liu-rublK;r, an<l obtaine*! the 
jServicjes of another man to cut the wire. Hut the 
n^t jiight aiul the next again were bright an«l rain¬ 
less, and unsuitable for an attempt. Mon<lay, the 
26th February, came, the day prece<ling Cronje’s de¬ 
feat an3 the anniversary of Majuba. The 27th was 
to be kept in Pretoria as a day of humiliation, and 
not «as« usual of exultation. Tlie President deemed 
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t&at too much arrogance had resulted from the vic¬ 
tory at Colenso, with the consequence ^haf the tide 
of fortune had beguj^ to turn, and •that therefore dust 
and ashes were mor« appropriate to the 27th tlla'ii 
beer and skittles. 

About half-|)a8t ^ve on Monday afternoon the electric 
lights in the* back-yard, which together with those in 
the streets adjacent to the school were turned on some 
time before sunset, suddenly went out. The soldier 
servants, it was said, were kicking a football in tl^ 
yard which had struoltf the wires and oaused the mis- 
ohief. To us conspiratcws what had occurred was plain. 

I heard afterwards that the English electrical engineer 
was sent for, but said he could not come till next day. 
It was said that lie suspected ^at the light had nqt 
gone out from natural causes, and that he did not 
want to spoil sport by repairing it. If this be so, we 
have a great deal to thank him for. Some workmen 
came, but no attempt was made to repair the wire, 
the broken place in which, I think, they did not' 
find. During dinner • a written*’ request was pagsed 
round, stating that the commandant desired that we 
would not walk round the building that evening. On 
coming out from dinner, a visit to the back - yard 
showed what an escape we had had on the previous 
Friday, through the non-extinction of the lights. The^ 
two subsidiary lights in the street illuminated the yard 
to such a degree that any one crossing it was dis¬ 
tinctly visible. 

The question now arose. What was to be done f 
Report said that we were to be moved to new quar¬ 
ters in two days, and from there escape, we believed. 
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was hopel^. The cut wire and trap-door would be 
disoevered on •the morrow, and as the latter was in * 
.the^quondam gymnasium, now stoA-room, the innocent 
storekeepers would be implicated* We should have to 
acknowledge that we were the culprits, and this would 
mean jail and no chance of esoaiie. •The ijituation was 
grave. To attempt to make one’s way out by the 
baok-yarii \^a8 impossible, the sentries being doubled, 
and a Kaffir cordon placed outside them. Nothing re- 
ffiaine<l but to hide, and should the move take place 
and our retrcsf remain undiscovered, , we might thus 
effect our escape. The Boer|^ would think that we 
hiRrl taken advantage of the darkness, bribed a sentry, 
and so made off. This was exactly what occurred, and 
strange .to say, despite the precautions taken by the 
commandant to prevent such an occurrence, he con¬ 
cluded that we had gone. For once the mistrust 
which one Dutchman h‘*^« another stQO*! us in goo«l 
stead. We had <he satisfaction of balHing the whole 
talent of the Pretori*^ police. 

Tliere was but one hiding - place whicli gave a 
r^ionable chance of non-discovery — under the floor. 
This decided on, the trap-door was opened, a vow 
secrecy extracted from the officers in our room, some 
necessaries taken, and J^e Mesurier, Brockie, and I 
d^oended to the scene of our former operations. The 
trap-^>or was secured, and nothing show'e<l our absence 
but three empty beds. 
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IV. 

GONE TO GROUND. 

“ Tout vitnt a\,ui fjui sait attomlre.” 

From the day on which we began the pasaiv'e part 
of our escape, as I may term* it, in distinqtion to 
the active part which followed when we left our 
underground dwelling, I kept a few notes, and as 
I brought them from Pretoria, it ^vill be more con¬ 
venient if I write this chapter somevi'hat in the form 
of a diary. ^ 

After going below the floor on the night of «the 
20th February, we prepared to make ourselves, ^s 
oopifortable as the suiToundings would permit. We 
decided to sleep in the compartment which I have 
described elsewhere, next to the ventilators under¬ 
neath the verandah, as here the atmosphere was not4 
quite so close as in the other chambers. We* only 
possessed one blanket apiece, not daring to take more 
below with us for fear of arousing suspicion, ^since a 
person who was believed to have got clear a#^ay 
would hardly take all his bedding with him. The 
groimd made a very hard couch, and this, add^ to 
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the lack of fresh air and the exeiteinent of the advUi- 
tur^ catu^ s^ping to be verj' <li(hoult. 

At length, after*a night of coytinual turning over 
afld’ over, trying to find a softe% spot, we saw by the 
faint light which filteretl throuf^i tlie ventilators that 
another day had come. This day, jure thought, meant 
for us either discovery ami imprisonment or non-ilis- 
covery and •escape. But escape was farther off than 
we supposed. Ere wo slu>ok the <lust of Pretoria 
Jjom off our feet, we had to undergo what it makes 
one shudder to. recall. ^ 

It was now o.'lO A.M., and stealthy ft>otstei)8 were 
audible overhead. It was tll^! (■oinmandant going his 
morning roumls, ami counting his idnvrges as tlicy lay 
asleep. A surprise in store for him. Stidflenly 

his footsteps ceasetl. In imagination we picture<l what 
was occurring. He had reached one of the vacant 
be<ls; he was looking at it in ainazoineiit. Xo dunniiy 
figure had been ^eeined necessiiry tJiis time. His trea«l 
•was heaixl again, ami twice more it cease<t as two 
mo^e blanks wore setA. Then came a sonnd of voices. 
He was incpiiring from some drowsy mortal wlicnj 
tfi^ usual occupants of the vacjnit Isvls were. Tlie 
conversation was of tlie briefest ; what refily he go^ I 
do not know, so I cannot give it liere ; anti perhajw 
^it is as well, for the hour was early ami the inquirer 
had no claim to ijopularity ainong ua Whatever 
was its nature, the sounds of his retreating frK>tHte|>H 
were soon teard as he left the room. knew 

and. w4{« satisfied that our absence was at Igast 
suspected. 

The ^ottrs rolled slowly on. At 8 A.M. a roll-call 
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tSok place. Our absence pads^ i^m the region of 
doubt to certainty. What would happgn nftxt? 

.At 9.45 I heard the voice of Colonel Bullock bidding 
all go outside the \}^ding. A search was abou't 'to 
be made. An exoit&ig moment was drawing near, 
yet we felt reaso^jiably confident that our hiding-place 
would be overlooked. Soon the tramp of many feet, 

“ of armfed' men the hum,” resounds fromo the tiles of 
the passage. Nearer and nearer it comes; our hearts 
begin to beat a little faster. The door is reached, 
barred by the arm of mo fair brave scipn of the house 
of Douglas. In they tnrong, a posse of detectives and 
armed police, with but \ln inch of deal between th^pi 
and their prey. We hold our breath as they approach 
the roof of our humble dwellnig. The room above 
does not offer many hiding-places—no secret panel or 
priest’s hole—nought but four bare walls, ten beds, a 
cupboard. Soon they leave. All the talent of the 
Vidooqs and Le Coqs (with apologjes for the com¬ 
parison) of Pretoria “has failed to scent our lair. We* 
breathe freely again. . 

The anxiety of our faitliful comrades who remained 
outside was great, and their relief when they hetdxl 
>v€ had not been discoveretl greater still. After leaving 
our room the crowd of searchers himted through the 
other rooms, and finding nothing of us, they repaired^ 
to the roof. Here our rude trap-door was immediafely 
seen, and near it, left there by accident, lay my‘saw. 
This was pounced on by Dr Gunning for the Museum, 
an interesting account of which appeared*" in ► the 
* Strand Magazine ’ of April. The break in the electric 
wire was also noticed. By 10.45 the search v^.pver. 
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and the. usual oobtipuits of the building were crowding 
No^ sa^sfied with searching the school, several 
houses m the nei{|^bourhood also were honouretl lyith 
w •’domiciliary visit, and the si^e precautions to pre¬ 
vent our escape were taken A already described in 
Churchill’s case. The conclusion ^arrivetl at by the 
authorities was that we had made our \^ay out during 
the darkness of the previous night, and had gone to 
Mafeking. 

^ The following day an account of our evasion appeared 
in the local 4 >aper, the ‘Vol^tem.’ It said that a 
Kaffir had found the remains of a roast fowl and a 
Jiat, some few miles on the ^Mafeking road, where we * 
were supjKK^ied to have bivouacketl, and thither the 
inspector of police and his myrmidons ro<le in hot ’ 
haste. I hope some day I may find and reward that^^ 
imaginative Zulu.* It was satisfaotorj’’ to us to knc^‘; 

* The following appeared in the • Volkateni ’ of the 28th Kcbruarjtf!^ ; 

KACJtpf. of HrittMh Offirf-rn, 

" On Monday night tl3ce of the Kritiih offieem, who have bci^MoCi 
some time confined in the State Model School, succeeded in mailing 
alAsir escape. They were at dinner last night, and were missed, we 
understand, only this morning. Their names arc Captain Haldane of 
the Gordon Highlanders, Lieut. !.« Mcsiiricr of the Dublin Kusltiers, 
and Lient. Brockie of the Natal Carabineers. The two former were, 
we believe, captured in connection with the armoured train incident, 
at Chieveley, at the same time as Mr Witmton Churchill, and the 
latt^ some time before that. The escape W’as at once notified to 
the police-office on its being discovereil, and every precaution is 
being Ikdien In order to prevent the fugitivee from getting out of 
the Sts*s. 

r Yeeterday afternoon a report was brought into town by a Kaffir to 
thw eflieot that the three British officers who had eecaped dating the 
presioct<t night from the Model School had been eeen in tite neighbour- 
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ho# completely they were off the scent, and how remote 
from the building their thoughts were. J heard after¬ 
wards that the builder of the Staats Model School 
was a Scotsman. rfe^ must have known of the p8s^ 
sible hiding-place we occupied; but if he happened to 
be in Pretoria .he l^ept his own counsel. I may here 
mention in passing, that no restrictions were imposed 
on account of our escape, a matter of souie satisfac- 

hood of Koedoespoort. When the news reached Lieut. Du Toit, of 
the police force, he at once went out with a number of his mounted.^ 
men and made a diligent sean^ of the ncighbourhpod in which the 
men were supposed to have beoft seen. They succeeded in discovering 
a spot where the oflicers had probably spent the night, and also where 
they had partaken of food, but teyond this nothing was seen of th? 
fugitives. It transpired that one of the Hollander Guards from the 
town had seen a man who appeared to l!e acting suspiciously, and 
upon giving ciiose to him the man commenced to run, and endeav¬ 
oured to hide himself in the bushes which are scattered about on the 
veldt. Tlie pursuer managed to get to within about a hundred yards 
of his man, when ho was prevented from proceeding further by a 
barbed-wire fence. He stated tliat the man then made his way into 
the hill, at the right-hand side of Koedoespoort, Vut, after a diligent 
search, no traces were found of liim. While conducting the search 
two Knglishmen, connected with one of the*^^local banks, were found 
amongst the liills. These men had applied to Lieut. Du Toit on the 
previous day for a permit to leave the town with their bicycles, bh# 
had l^en informed that they must apply to the tield-comet for such 
permission. This, it appears, they had not done, and os a result they 
were arrested on suspicion, and conveyed into town by a guard of 
police, where they wore lo<lged in jail until the matter is investigated. 

“ The escaped ofheors seemed to have aided their flight by severing 
the electric wires in the roof of the building, for which purpose^hey 
had constructed a saw from a broken table-knife, and cut out a hole in 
the ceiling sufficiently large to admit the body of a man.” 

And. in the ‘Standard Diggers’ News’: “No further reports have 
come in regarding the three escaped officers, but important informatimi 
regarding them has come to the Government.” 
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tion to us, but the tide of war was turning, anti %ho 
victories “of Jjord Roberts were beginning to be felt. 
The harmonium erf which we had been deprivetl some 
Mfo months back was now restty^, and a piano prom¬ 
ised. This day we heard tliat the move to now 
quarters was expected to take pIao% in two days. The 
complement of .officers in our room was ‘niatle up, but 
the two new occupants never knew tliat wo we>ro 
hidden below. Our accomi)lic;e8 above Imd inanjigetl 
thuigs well. Witliout our principal all 3 ', Frankland 
of the Dublin Fusiliers, who ^as taken i>risoner with 
me, I don’t know what we slioultl have tltme. My 
4 >nly regret was that he not with us; hut we 

could not have dispensetl with his helj», tV.r ho was 
clever and reliable fSid full of expeilieiiis. He umler- 
took our commissariat arrangements. The tra])-do«»r, 
which was under his bed, could oidv’ l»o o|s.uie«l 
occasionally during the tlay, and then with grtsat 
precaution. 

AV^hen we first went below we had to be on “short 
commons,” but as ^e <li<l not expect to be there long, 
and as the life was very setlentar^', we Judgwl it IkwI 
*to eat sparingly. For a <lay or two we fcsl on chocolate, 
jam, ami potted meat, and a little biscuit or br®a*l; 
but as time went on and we l>ecame more exacting 
in our requirements, we tf>ok the officer who pr«»Hidod 
•ver the .stores into our confi<Ien<3e, ami through his 
agency we live<l in plenty. A Iwttle of cocoa as a 
night-cap was our greatest luxury. A double knock, 
twice 1tepeate<l, was the signal that the tra|>-<loor was 
a^ut to be opened. The “ signalgrams ” from the 
telegwphist anti the daily paper reached ua daily, and 
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thcHe in our confidence did all they could to our 

existence bearable, and to encourage hop^. 

The most trying p^rt of the imder-floor life, next to 
the lack of Ifresh air, fras the constrained position 
which we constantly had to remain. To move about ' 
we had to creep oi^ hands and knees. I don’t know 
what a “ housemaid’s knee ” may be,#but we all de¬ 
veloped very delicate knees, after a few days,* from 
creeping on the rough ground. Our heads, too, suf¬ 
fered a good deal from bumping against the beams and 
hitting hard walls in thj^ dark. Lack of any kind of 
exercise, if one is not weak and ill, is more intolerable 
than might be supposed. • 

Coughing, snefezing, or talking above a whisper was 
absolutely forbidden, for “love, a eough, and smoke will 
not remain secret.” After a day or two we broke 
through the cross-wall and got under the next room. 
This made eur dwelling a little more airy, and was 
otherwise advisable. How we passed oijr time will not 
take long to tell. We generally tried to make our night 
last till 10 A.M., then had a little fdbd, played patiencf ; 
lunch at 1 P.M. over, we read or slept; food again at 
seven, cocoa, and bed. Not an exciting way of passing* 
the 1;wenty-four hours, but the only way. 

Unfortunately we had no means of washing, and to 
get a bucket of water through the trap-door was too 
unsafe. We had therefore to Join the brigade of tho 
“ great unwashed ” till better times. The noise of the 
occupants of the rooms above tramping up and down 
was very trying, ^and I suffered much from heaffaohes, 
aggravated by walking into cross-beams. Such v^as 
the damp that our boots, money-belts, and anytlyng. of 
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leather, turned green in a night, and burning oahdleB 
^d hel|^ much in drying the atmosphere. 

Six uneventful days passed. ^ Though at first great 
ftopes evere held out of a movf, they grew less ami less 
as day succeeded day. We thought at first that a week 
would be about as much of this ki|^d oft life as wo could 
endure^ Now. we hardened ourselves tO" hold out for a 
fortnighti "We fully recognised that each day that 
passed would give us a longer start when the time to 
emerge from the school came; for the officials had no 
idea that w'g were in Pretor^, ami our having o8ca|>e»l 
was becoming ancient history. This was the st)le con¬ 
solation we could <lraw froi^i the situation. 

My companions caused mo no little alarm, for one 
was given to tailing in his sleep, sonietinies with 
vehemence and gesticulation, and the other snorejl. 
At the hour of the commandants early visit I 
generally trierl to be awake, lest the one should Ik? 
holding fortli^ or the other trumpeting. 

On Sunday, the 4th March, we hcKinl that Mr Hof- 
jneyer had taken the subject of his sermon “ Patience,” 
ami had otherwise spficially remem!K‘re«l ua He did 
not then know where we were. On the lith a catas¬ 
trophe nearly occurre<l. Our rule was that whAi we 
moved for any reason from one compartment to another, 
the candle, if one were lighte«l, must invariably be 
extinguished. The reason for this pnxjaution was that 
the flooring above us was neiir, and painted with tar 
to ward off white anta On this day I had gone into 
the Sdjaoent apartment to watch I>e Mesurier flaying 
^tience, and had left a candle burning. After a time 
a Biaell of burning attracted our attention, but w^ 
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plaj^ on and thought no more about it. At length 
the smell got so bad that I looked wher%I h‘ad be^ 
and .where Le Me8uri|r and I slept, •side by side, and 
found his blanket and » comer of his coat in, an acf^ 
vanoed stage of smoulder, ready to burst into flames 
with very little •encoiiragement. With some difRculty 
we managed td extinguish the biuming cloth; but the 
whole space was now full of smoke, which was flowing 
out through the ventilators and into the open air in 
front of the building, not far from where a sentry stood. 
Hastily closing the ventilt^ors with paper, we prevented 
them from becoming a source of <1'«oovery, and for a 
long time we sat in the stifling smoKe, with smarting* 
eyes, until it gradually became dissijjated. No evil re¬ 
sulted from my carelessness. 

On the 8th March we heard that no move was likely 

to take place, and that a few days earlier Ije Mesurier 

and I had been captured on the Natal border. Things 

were now growing somewhat desperate, aful oven !Mark 

Tapley woidd scarce have felt clioerful under similar 

circumstances. Sometimes we felt K half regret thaj; 

we had undertaken what was proving itself to be so 

futile and disagreeable an attempt to gain our freedonx. 

Our ft'ionds above urged us to come up and live in the 

roof, or at least occasionally emerge into the room 

overhead ami get some fresh air; but we set oiu* faces 

against such proposals. The fewer who know a secret 

the better. Others would get to know it, and as many 

of the sentries understood Snglish, they might easily 

overhear and understand some indiscreet remark as to 
«> * <? 

our whereabouts. We hardened our hearts, and decided 
^o remain where we were until the prisoners were, ex^ 
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changed, the campaign conclude«l, or oui^elves too ift to 
b^r it Axsy linger. 

Some twenty fiersons now l^new where we were, 
ttmong jjbhem Mr Hofmeyer, wl*o supported our resolu¬ 
tion to see the matter to an end of some sort. The 
shout of “ Letters ” which occasioi^lly »reaohe<i us was 
v'ery trying: we knew thei-e must l>e sdiue for us, but 
to claim them was impossible. 

We had now sev’eral visitom at night in the Bha|>e 
of rats, who daily grew bolder, running over us as wo 
lay, and at times upsetting finn with alarming noise. 
Our friend the white bull-terrier still kept watch and 
•ward outside, and would hAve been of use now could 
we have borrowed his services. 

On the 9th Martfh we <lofinit(dy heard that there 
was no chance of moving. Some time prior to this, 
and about the time we hid below, we had Isjen told 
that the Committee who were suppowd to l<K>k afbfr 
our interests ^liad condenino<l the new building as 
insanitary, and that the State Socrjjtary, Mr Iteitz, 
cpncurred in this il^nnion. I‘resident Kruger, however, 
consideretl it g«KKl enough for ns, and as he had gone 
*to the Free State to rouse the waning courage of the 
“brave burghers,” we hopj^l that when ho rotiftnod 
he would insist on his wishes being complied with. 
There was no wooden fl<H»r to this buihling, and early 
In March it was runiouro<l that one was Insing laid. 
We now ^ heart! tt> our dismay that all work had 
ceased. The only chance left of the oflBoers being 
removed was the arrival of more prisoners ; and^ there 
vm still room for some twenty more. There wae the 
ptiesihility of the Model School being required M 
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hos^tal, should the wounded from Volksrust and 
Bloemfontein be sent to Pretoria, Theugh things 
looked black, they h^d looked so Itefore, and some¬ 
thing might “ turn up.”« 

We heard that ofi&eers were trying fo dig their way 
but in the manner which we had attempted in December, 
but that they h'ad ail struck water. Some were so in¬ 
discreet as to carry the water from the scene of their 
operations through the building, and empty it outside in 
view of the sentries, and the noise they made as they 
dug was heard oiitside distinctly. We knew that should 
the authorities be warned the whole building would be 
searched, and our disoovery^Vould be certain. All this • 
caused us a good deal of worry, which, added to our 
wearisome life, did not make it mbre bearable. 

March 10.—We decided that, if only for the sake of 
exercise, we must do something. The only thing was 
to dig. A reference to the plan of the building will 
show that the end room on the nortlv side was not 
far from the hospital. We resolved to get under the 
floor of this room and drive a shallow tunnel under 
the pathway, on which the prisoners took their exer¬ 
cise, into the yard of the hospital. A shallow tunnel 
abov% water-level, well shored up with timber, would 
be safe, and we could break out after the eight-o’clock 
relief had been posted. 

When our first plan of digging had failed, we had' 
thought of the plan we were now consideriijg; but as 
at that time the police were quartered in tents in the 
back-yard, and in order to get from there had to pass 
through the gate into the hospital, near where our 
pxit-hole would come, we had not carried it into affect. 
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Now the police tents had been removed and pitotied 
in^the street* south of the Motlel School, outside the 
yard, and the ho9pital-gate was^ not. used after dark, 
fffcept for the marching in arwl out of reliefa The 
plan wsKJ now, therefore, feasible. We had our old 
tools with us, and arranged with gur friends above to 
collect all the wood they could find—shelves, umbrella- 
stands, &m .—which would be retjuired for the tunnel. 
We also ordered a saw and a hatchet, which were 
supplied: they were suppo8e<l to be for use in the 
kitchen. « 

w 

March 11.*—I^e Mesurier and I broke through the 
•two-foot cross-wall into «lie eml room after some 
four hours’ work. We had some dilliculty in getting 
through, as we ha<l <o work silently, so as not to bo 
heard above. We thought »liat if ever the authorities 
found that we had been below, they would have their 
work cut out to restore matters to their original con¬ 
dition. ^Emerging into the first compartment of the 
end room, we crept through the man-holes, till we 
reached the outer ^fall. The ventilators here were only 
as long as the thickness of the wall, there l>eing no 
verandah. We closed them all up, lest, sliouki we 
work at night, the light of our candles might rfhino 
through. 

Our scheme was to dig al>out four feet and a half 
tlown, then drive a tunnel aljoiit thirty feet long into 
the hospital-yard. We calculated that it we laboured 
haid we might complete the work in a fortnight. This 
day &d the next we dug every moment we pould, 
getting down some way in the hard earth, similar to 
that #vhich we had before encountered. Our tools had^ 
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beAi augmented by a pick, but in using it we made so 
mnoh noise that we had unwillingly to«lay"it asjjie. 
Wa found that a bayonet and a *Steel skewer were 
the best implements 

On the afternoon of the 12th we heard that the 
affloers in the • rooxjx above us were complaining that 
they were di&turbed by the noise of digging under 
their room, and that evening an order was given 
out that as the police were growing suspicious such 
work must cease. The conclusion we came to was 
that it was the noise s^nd not the police that had 
given birth to the order, and we determined to con¬ 
tinue work. 

March 111. — News of the capture of Bloemfontein 

C 

came. On the previous evenings we had decided to 
try an experiment to soften the hard earth, and had 
emptied half-a-dozen bottles of water into our shaft. 
On going there this morning we found that it had 
had excellent results, and the ground ,was much less 
refractory. We got on famously, and the exercise did 
us so much good that we felt difterent beings. \Y® 
now had strong hopes of escaping. These had been a 
good deal crushed by recent events, and now began to 
reassert themselves. We found that with care we could 
dig out the hard earth with little more noise than a 
rat makes in scratching a hole, and quite as fast as 
before we had watered it, when we had worked re* 
gardless of noise. 

March 14.—We mauage<l, when the two ofScers in 
our rwm who did not know we were below happen^ 
to be out of it, to get down a bucket of water, ajid 
j>erform some much - needed ablutions. Diggings in ‘a 
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close atmosphere is not a cleanly t>jx>i-Hti<>n. and the 
inside of*the«lid of a tin lii.scnit-lM>x aho\ve<l ns what 
dirty objects we t^ere; bnt afte% the nae of the eon- 
tdfits of the bucket we lHH 5 ame*r**co^nis<»ble. The life 
was l>efijinninj^ to tell on us, ainl «mr uiishaveti fac«'s 
l<x>ked {lale an<l thin. ]Most of this »la_^ was s|>ent in 
; but our haiKls wierc bruistMl an«l blistensl, 
an<l we did not make much prof^i-css. In the aft<‘r- 
noon we f^ot a piec** of n**ws whicli raisml )io|m>s in 
our bi'easts, hut lest t hc_\’ shoulil end in «lisap|M>int-- 
ment we trie<l» to stillc them. •A <’crt!>in <'omnian<lant 
had ma<le an" ins])ection of the scliool with a view to 
.‘SKcertaininj^ its siiitahility l‘o^ a hos|iifal. W<* had, <»f 
coui"se, no two opinions ,011 tli.al niatt<*r. I’o ns it 

setmusl an i<leal huihtinj^ for the purpos«-. moi-e parti- 

i'ularlv sin«-e it adjoined tie Hed Cross Hospital. It 
woukl do the lioers no hai’jii to o(•<•up^• a htiildin^ 
where we ha«l been liviiio for ncarl\' three w<H*kH 

under the floorj < >ur allies wep- nnahlc to rhscover 

what this cfanmandani‘s opiiiion was. To h.av<' dis- 
ph^’tsl t<w> mncli iifterest would have awal\<*ned sus¬ 
picions. At la.st we had a )«•;.; on whi<’h to han;.; tin* 
• # 

worn-out ivmnant of our hop<'s. 

March lo. — We contimn**! our mining; o|s*rations, ainl 
by ni^ht ha»l far Ixstter news than wi* had dans! t«i 
hope for. All day we had ilisplaytsl less vi|;our in the 
^^•t>^k : a presentim<*nt that our <lif,'/4:t>»K "ouhl a^ain 
fruitless mujt have sei/,e«l us ; in<lee<l. we only workfsl 
from 11 A.M. till 1 I'.M. At d o’chxsk we overheanl 
some oT5e uset the wonl “ mi*v<*," and s<x>n othen re- 
maitits of a similar ten<»r cause<l us to listen intently. 
At«anj»tinie it was <Iifficult to hear what was said in 
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the room above, unless it was shouted, and on this 
oooasion we oould detect no more encouraging wo|;da. 
At 4.30 P.M. we were^in full possessfon of the excellent 
newa A note came •»d6wn, in which we read wfth 
feelings indescribable, “We move to-morrow after break¬ 
fast. Patience* has« carried the day : you deserve your 
luck.” 

We had been seventeen days and nights 4>elow, and 
naff still some twenty - four hours to pass. But the 
danger of discovery from internal causes was not yet 
over. Knowing that nfany officers, who»did not know 
that we were in the building, had beenf digging, we 
were strongly of opiniorP that some of them would, 
hide below to-night, thinking to escape after the move. 
That this was the case was sooif ascertained. 

As no officer had yet escapetl from the Model School, 

I sent word to Colonel Hunt, R.A., saying that we 
had been hidden below for seventeen days, and that 
if any others hid at ,the eleventh hoiijr, without cut¬ 
ting the electric wires as we had done, and so making 
some pretext, discovery for all wa% certain. I begged 
liis assistance, and he came to the rescue in a way 
which made us feel most grateful to him. I was m*- 
formed that he saw the senior officer of each room, 
and told them that there must be no hiding in the 
building, and that if any one in their room was at 
all recalcitrant he would see him, and explain the wl^ 
and wherefore. I believe that six officers waited on 
him, and were told in confidence that we were still in 
the building. 

As ragards our food arrangements for the ooqtxn^ 
journey, we had between us 7^ lb. of ohoo<dat«, half- 
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a-dozen tins of Brand’s essence, four small tins of meat 
lo^engesi 'W% had also a very little biltong, of which' 
we could have got plenty more, l^t we were dissu^led 
from carrying it by Sergeant* Brockie, who told us 
that it was only eatable when cooked. We knew latdr* 
that it is always eaten dry, and deeply, regretted not’ 
having brought more. 

We hadT decided to go to Mafeking for the 
reasona Cliurchill had given an awount of his es^^ 
in the papers, which, though 1 now know that, for 
obvious reasofks, the facts were not fully stated, was 
sufficiently in detail to make the Delagoa route unsafe. 
We were supjiosed to have gone to Mafeking, and as 
eighteen days had ebtpse<i since our supposed escape, 
all search would have cotscfl. Mafeking was the 
nearest spot where fighting was going on, ami we 
would chance three extra or rather faniislied mouths 
being unacceptable to tlie garrison. 

All of us InStl maps of this •route and of several 
others which we had drawn. In case the main doors 
were locked, we hatl provided ourselves with the keys 
<jf^two rooms which lookotl out on the back-yanl, and 
in which the wdndows were bri>ken. After arrangyig 
a code of signals for the morrow, the tra|>-dtx>r was 
closed and all chinks carefully filled up with putty, 
and false screws put into the screw-holes. Tlie whole, 
no ()pubt, looked most innocent. 

It may interest those who play “ ]>atienoe,” a game 
I only learnt for the nonce, and shall probably not 
pla^ again till I am next in prison, to know that‘this 
bedSore the news of the move oame, I did the 
■^dftmoA** five times out of six, and Jj» MisstiriM* did 


66 , 


How we Escaped from Pretoria. 


it three times in succession. It was the 15th of March 

—the Ides of March had come, and th4' omens were 
» ^ 
favourable. But as ttie Scots say, “Them as follows 

freits, freits follow,” and I wanted something more 

material to go upon than the fall of a caixl. I should 

have mentioned th^t in addition to food we oaip;'ied 

some money and other odds and ends. Cheques up 

to £10 could be cashed in Pretoria by a confiding 

agent. 

After making all arrangements for the following day, 
Le Mesurier and I made our way under tlie floor of the 
dining-room, where we sat for some time enjoying Mr 
Hofmeyer’s fine v'oice, accompanie<l by the harmonium. * 

Friday, 16t/t March .—Day at length came, a day that 

c 

will live long in tlie memory of my two companions and 
myself. For the last time we hoard the commandant 
going liis rounds, and wondered anxiously if all were 
present. By 7 A.M. we had not heard of any one 
having huhlen, and all •seemed busy jjaclfing. Breakfast 
at 8, and then the prearranged signal was heard, and we 
knew that all were present. A little later we heard 
Frankland’s voice saying, “All’s well; goo<l-bye! ” 

yVe now move<l under the end room, and ojjening one 
of the olosed-up ventilators, sat looking at what we could 
see of the prospect outside. The inspector of police, the 
commaiulant, ami Dr Gunning were bustling about, look¬ 
ing extremely important, and waggons were arriving for 
baggage, and, after loading up, moving off.* Tliere was 
no mistake about this being a general move. was 

proceeding exactly as we wshetl. The lady of the £25 
fine passed by, looking as sympathetic as ever. ^By 
10.15 all the offioers had left the school, and nd’doubt 
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wending their way to the new habitation a mile ojBF. 
,The servants were still busy taking to piec^ and loading 
beda The din was v^jy pleasant to «ur eara A party 
of native convicts arrived, evidently to strike and remo^ 
the tents of the police. 

About 12.15 P.M., ^11 the baggage having left, the ser¬ 
vants were marched off, and the sentries—their charges 
having gone—quitted their posts. We crept back under 
our own room, and as we were about to have some food, 
a number of policemen were heard above us in fits of 
laughter at the oarioatares of President Kruger and 
others drawn on the wall by Frankland.* From that 
time till 3.45, when the building became qnieter, troop% 
of people,—men, women, and children,—and also dogs, 
kept visiting the room above, and the sounds of hilarity 
continued. As the principal drawing, one of Lord 
Roberts personally pursuing the President from Bloem¬ 
fontein, was on the wall immediately above tlie trap-door, 
no longer hidden by a ^d, that entrance to our den was 
fully exposed to view. At 5 P.m. the last visitors arrived, 
and after they left the building was^deserted. ^ 

I have said that we had decided to go to Mafeking; 
but, thinking that after the period of inaction we had 
undergone the walk might l)e too much for us, we de¬ 
cided to go to Delagoa Bay, as by that route we might 
get a train. In December, before Churchill’s escape, 

I had got temporary possession of a guide-book of the 
Delagoa Bay Railway, and had committed ^to memory, 
in order, the thirty or forty stations on the line, the 
heiglit of each above sea-level, and its distant fbcnn ^ 
Pretoria. We had fairly accurate maps of the rqgte^ 
which seemed quite familiar to me. At iu o’olpok^nrb; : 
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had our final meal, and afterwards dressed for*tlie 
journey^ 

•it had been a abright and sunny day, it would, not 
b« dark before 6.80, and there^nrould be a moon. The 
end of our passive and the be^iuhing of our active escape 
had oome; but we experienoe<i luyie of those feelings 
said to seize upon prisoners long confincTl, of regret at 
leaving their dungeon. Our one desire was to find 
ourselves upon the veldt. 
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V. 

ON THE VELDT. 


** Unhook the wes^ port and let me gaug*free.*’ 


All above seemed still and deserted, but lest we migh4^ 
be mistaken we listened intently for some minutes. 
Sergeant Brockie, who was deputed to reconnoitre the 
building, to make sure that no caretaker had been left 
in charge, now pushed up the trap-door, but despite 
the greatest care he was unable to prevent it from 
making a loud noise, which echoed iji the deathlike 
stillness. Creeping into the room above, he made his 
way out through the doorway iifco the passage, and 
shortly returned to say that all was clear. 

Le Mesurier and I followed, carefully shutting tke 
trap-door after us. We were astonished to find how 
weak the confinement and cramped position had made 
us. Be Mesurier’s legs gave way and he fell down, 
and all of us, when we tried to walk, reeled like drunken 
men. Several minutes passed before we dared i^ve 
the room, and it was not till we were some distance 
from Pretoria that our limbs regained their ^Svonted 
strength. 

[(.leaving the room which we had lived in an4> under 
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for four months, we made our way to the baok-dbor 
which ffpens^ on the yard. It was looked, but the 
absence of a large*psne of glass, which ha<l been broken 
aAd completely removed, provi4e<l an easy exit. We 
now put on oiu* boots, which *we had been carrying, 
and passing through this oi>ening gained the verandah. 
Pausing for a moment to see that no olie was in the 
yard, we grossed over to the low buildings on the other 
side. The moon was full, and the electric lights not 
being turned off we felt unpleasantly conspicuous. 

We had intended to leave the j’anl by climbing over 
the iron paling into the next garden ; but the moon was 
^ar too bright for this, and the windows of a house 
which looked on to the gaixleii were oj>en and some 
people were looking 2out. We therefore miulo our way 
to the railings, near which the polic^e tents had l>eeii, 
and climbing over reached the street on the south 8i<le 
of the school. A couple haj)|K?ne<l to ]>ass, just after 
we had got into the street, hut they took no noticHj of us. 

Crossing the road, we wen^ up the street which 
leads towards the fort guarding the southern entrance 
to Pretoria. I stopped to light my piiHs, an<l IJrockio 
(fonned a white sling in which t<> place an arm, an<l this 
pious fraud, supporteKl hy his wearing the liutch colnurs 
round his hat, gave him the api>earance of a wounfie<l 
Poor. We next lK>re to our loft, then to the right, and 
^ELnally struck a road which we conjectured wouUl cross 
the tielagoa Bay Railway. 

So far, although we ha<l passed a few sf>ocial i>oHoe- 
TirmTi, Air appearance had seemed to attract no particular 
In the Transvaal, as in many other parts of the 
svorlc^ the country bumpkin, when he honours Im county 
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with a visit, puts oflF his workaday garments and 
oomes in his Sunday best. Our garb coi\Jd softroely^be 
8ai4 to come under the latter heading: we looked more 
like three moonlightera than anything else I ctkx thShk ‘ 
of. Fortunately for ui? the town had been depleted of 
many of its inhabit^ts, most of whom were at the front, 
and in consequence the streets presented a very deserted 
appearance ; and although we knew that the .Dutchman 
is abominably inquisitive, yet we hoped to evade his 
notice. Le Mesurier and Brockie kept to the middle of 
the road. I followed sthem on the pathway, a little 
behind. In this fashion we were tramping along to¬ 
wards the outskirts of the town, with the villas ii^ 
gardens on our right and left, when we met a special 
constable. This one, instead of passing us as the rest 
had done, stopped, and turning round scanned us with 
suspicion. I expected every minute that he would ask 
us in Dutch who we were and whither we were bound. 
But Brockie, having noticed that we w^e running the 
risk of being challenged, turned half round, exposing 
to view his quasi-wounded arm. This seemed to satis^ 
the guardian of the peace, for, though he turned up 
a side street and had another look, he ultimately moved 
off,»unaware perhaps that 

Them as is watched out of sight 

liide away for many a night,"— 

which proved to be the case. Perhaps he thought 
oretion the better part of valour, for we were three 
desperate men, and he was alone, with no hel|f near. 
Whatever may have been his motives, his action vras 
fortunate for him so far as he was concerned, %>r we 
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were prepared to go to any length to avoid a Mhe 
and ory. 

'We soon'oame ho a level crossing over the Delagoa 
Hailhray, and fortimately fo«nd no patrol at what 
seemed to us to be a likely sp'bt for one to be met. 
Turning aside into some long grufs, vi/a sat down to 
decide whether we should follow road dr railway. I 
had a smtdl medicine-bottle full of whisky, presente<l 
by a fellow-prisoner as a parting gift. The occasion 
was not one to be overlooked, and we prooee<led to 
drink success ,to our venture; hhen, having decidetl to 
take the railway as our guide, we set off again, and 
jpund we were clear of Prefcoria anti its suburbs. 

I inwardly congratulated myself that now no ofHi^r 
or man who wore tl*e Gordon tartan was a prisoner 
in the hands of the Boers, But we wore not yet out 
of the wood. 

Straight before us, high up in the eastern sky, shone 
the moon, dim^ning the brilliancy of the evening star 
which followetl closely in her w’ake; to the right the 
Southern Cross, amt low dow’ii in the north-west Orion’s 
Belt. With guides like these, to lose ourselves would 
aot be easy. Reaching the railway, we walked along in 
single file, halting no\v and then to make sure tha^ all 
was clear in front. A coal-train from Balmoral, going 
westward, passed us, ainl soon after w’e had to throw 
ourselves down in a ditch l>esi«le the lims to conceal 
oure^ves from a Dutchman going home off britlge-guartl, 
—for every bri<lge and ever 3 ^ culvert from Pretoria to 
Konurti Poort hatl its guanJ by day and night. These 
gimrds (we were afterwards told) had orders to fire on 
any walking on the track at night. 
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When we had gone about three miles, and were cover¬ 
ing the ground at a good rate, we almost walked into 
the. arms of a sentry who was sitting on the parapet 
of a bridge which cawied the railway over the ro9d. 
We came upon him sifddenly, as he was sitting partly 
hidden by a hushj^and walked to within a few paces 
from him, and that he did not see us, unless he was 
asleep, is a miracle^ We dropped like stoneso beside the 
rails, and softly crept back in the direction whence we 
came. Then along a muddy ditch, until we had lost 
sight of him, after which, making a wide detour, we 
regained the line at some distance beyond the bridge. 
Creeping through a meali%-field to avoid a Kaffir kraalp 
we passed along the face of a hill and found ourselves 
close to a telegraph-wire. This* wire, we discovered 
later, ran like a Roman road over hill and dale to 
Komati Poort, and had we followed it we should have 
made our journey many miles shorter, and escaped the 
annoyance of losing our way in the dark^^ After follow¬ 
ing it for a couple o? miles we heard the sound of 
running' water. Hastily making tmr way to it, fpr 
we were growing thirsty, we came upon a muddy 
stream evidently used for irrigating the fields on the 
hillside, down which it flowed. 

Unfortunately at this juncture Le Mesurier, who had 
got off the path among some rocks, twisted his ankle. 
Painful as it was, to walk on, however slowly, was 
better than to rest, and so allow it to ^grow stiff. 
Pluokily recognising this, he kept moving forward, and 
we made some progress, though slow. Wo weA now 
approaching the first station, thirteen miles from Pife- 
toria, and decided, to halt there till next evening. *1 felt 
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a good deal disappointed at covering so short a distaiAoe 
th^ first *nigh4; but it was no one’s fault, and it was 
as well, perhaps, ilbt to walk to(^ far at first, for .we 
were not fti the best of training? just then. 

Reaching Eerste Fabriken, our farther progress was 
barred by a ditch some fifteen feet deip, with Just beyond 
it a sluggish muddy river. Hunting up \ud <lown the 
ditch, we at length fouml a spot where, hidtlen by the 
thick bushes, it gradually sloped »ip to the ground-level. 
The bottom was damp, but that was soon renuwlio<l by 
covering it over with straw, whieh we found lying alv>ut. 
We had, ho'\^ver, got into a veritable hotl)ed of mos¬ 
quitoes, for they attacked us with the gn^atest fury, and 
to sleep was im|x>88ible. Tlie arrival of morning a»i<l 
dispersal of these greCtly bloixlsiickers was a great relief. 
At 6.30 A.M. the steam-horn of the Hatherly Distillery 
hard by sounded, bidding the workmeji rise for another 
day of toil. At this establisbinent, I am told, strong 
waters of ever^ variety, from ^lennessey s tliri*e-star 
brandy to Long John of Den Nevis fame, eaii Is* pro- 
oujred. It is merelf a matter of laln-ls. and thiiy arcs 
not so hard to copy .is l>ank-notes. Our hiding-placje 
proved to be admirable, for though it, was uncomfort¬ 
able, it wa.« improbable that anything but a dcjg wotiJd 
find it, and we were well sheltered from the sun. This 
was the first day for nearly thrcs. wcwks that we had 
sben Jhe sun, and \ve were not sorry to lx* protcKsteci 
from his biyning rays by the thick foliage. During the 
day we ate a little cliocolate and some m«-at l.«engc«. 
Scrtne Sne seemed to be fishing in the river close ^o tM 
Englishman we thought, for he whistled, one after 
adDther, many tunes that were familiar to us. Except 
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the oooasional song of a Kaffir, the noise of oowi 
busily cropping the grass, and the buying of m^nj 
ihspots, all else was ^ilent. The ulSiquitous fly had of 
course marked us down, and did not spare us his objeo-^ 
tionable attentions, anS to drive him off by smoking was 
not considered, saf^ Even here, and indeed through¬ 
out all our ttravels, we never raised our voices above 
a whisper, lest some passer-by might hear and discover 
us. Our determination was if possible neither to see 
any one nor to be seen by any one till we reached 
the frontier. This would free us from, incriminating 
explanations, if any were demanded. * 

Time passes slowly wh%n one has nothing to do all 
day but brush off flies, and we regretted that a pack 
of cards had not been included •among our baggagi|i 
for then we might have oalle<l the “ demon ” to our 
aid. A few trains passed up and down; these and the 
oooasional sound of the distillery horn alone served to 
break the monotony. At half - past ^ four Sergeant 
Brookie was despatched to do a little scouting, in 
order to find out whether there \fas a drift over the 
river near where we lay hidden. After a short time 

o 

he returned, bringing the satisfactory news that the 
ford lay between us and the station, and across it 
several waggons were outspanned. 

When darkness at length came, we sallied forth 
from oim retreat, crossed the river, then the raflway, 
and reached the road. By the small sot^e map we 
possessed the railway appeared to make a consider¬ 
able Jt»end to the north-west, and as the road deemed 
to form the chord of the arc, it would be shorter* to 
follow it. But Transvaal roads are not as othertfoads. 
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and are as unlike their counterpart in £u|;Iand ai^ a 
lane in •Devqjishire is unlike the turnpike to Bath. 
Looking at a map* of the Transvaal, you are temp,ted 
to^believ© that once on the roack so clearly defined on 
papter, you have only to shut ydhr eyes and go ahead. 
Try it, and you will ftnd a clcwe r^eui^lanoe between 
yourself and the blind led by the blind? Tlie high¬ 
ways in tjie South African Republic are innocent of 
metal—Macadam is a name unknown: they consist of 
nothing but deeply indented wheel - tracks left by the 
clumsy, ponderous transport o6 the country—the ox- 
waggon. Ab* a Dutchman in wet weather leaves the 
giain track where it has l>e|jomo swampy and marks 
out a line for himself, the natural coustHjuence is that 
pil time the vicinity*of a road IjetHunos a maze of 
tracks, and to find your way in the <lark and in an 
unkno\vn district is nigh impossible. 

To - night we were to experience this. Sergeant 
Brookie, who ^josed as a fairly gtxxl “ pathfinder,” 
took the leatl, and we pu8he<l T>ol<lly along; for our 
lame comrade was ©t little better, ami ha<l secured a 
bough as a walking-stick. We notice<l that the track 
we were following went duo south, but thought that 


doubtless it would soon change its cotirse. Not long 
after we had crossetl the railway we came ui»on a 
large white woo«len gate. Passing through it, wo 
f^ixnd we were on an av^enne, lx>th si<ies of which 
were *iined with firs, — a most unusual luxury for a 
Dutchman ;* for the Boers have done almost nothing 
fotv thdir country in the way of wootl - growing,^ and 
except for a few trees round a farmstead, you may 
travel^mileB without seeing a leaf or fin d i ng shade. 
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wd oame to four oross-i^ds, but we were b©^ 
ginning to lose faith in our conductor, turned 

north-east. We must have diverged considerably, for 
it seemed a long time» ere we again met the railway/ 
and both my companfbns were getting tired. Before 
us lay a rang^ of Jiills in which was a poort^ or gap, 
through which the railway passed. As we drew nearer 
to the hills we heard the noise of rushing avater, an^ 
once inside the poort we sat down by the river to 
refresh. The spot looked singularly picturesque. Road, 
railway, river—-all were* crowded together into the gap, 
which at its narrowest point was about* two hundred 
yards wide; and on either side the hills rose steejp 
and bare. The ground ascended before us towards 
the farther entrance of this de&le, and the gradient 
of the railway was steep. One felt instinctively that 
this would be a bad place in which to encoimter a 
patrol, for the only way out of it seemed forwards 
or backwards. ^ 

Brand’s essence an3 whisky worked wonders, and, 
reinvigorated, we startetl off fiill Vf the intention of 
reaching Blands River station, twenty-nine miles from 
Pretoria. I led the way along the raUway-line. <5n 
ou» left, a stone’s-throw distant, flowed the river, its 
sujrfaoe shining like a mirror under the rising moon. 
Before me ran the double rails, looking like bars of 
silver; and beyond them, on the right, the roacL A% 
we trod softly and looked ahead as far as one could 
distinctly see, some tents appeared on the right of the 
railway, pitched close under the hill; one of thuu 
seeing larger than the rest. I turned to Brodde, 
who followed me, and asked his opinion. “ Qnly *a 
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kraal;” he replied* so on we pressed. A fair 
paoes bMfther,^ and the stillness of the night waa 
brdken by the ang|:y barking of a dog. Immediate 
action was impcorative. Down ^ 9 ^ dropped into the 
long rushy grass which filled the space betwixt the 
river and the railway. The dog continued barking 
—ho had evidently seen ua Presently voices became 
audible, one of them bidding tlie cur be silent. But 
lie did not cease, and another followed suit. After 
lying in the grass about twenty minutes, for we did 
not care to move so long as ^the dogs remaineil on 
the alert, we. heard voices coming in our direction, 
and the barking of the do^s became more distinct. 
A whispered conference was held, and then we 
dragged ourselves likef snakes diagonally back towards 
the river. Reaching a ditch, 1j& Mesurier, who was 
following me, came alongside and aske<l me if 1 had 
seen Brockie, who had been following hinu I had 
not, so w'e waited a few moments; but seeing nothing 
of him, and th# enemy drawing* near, wo crossed the 
obstacle, and found qprselves at the e<ige of the stream. 
Again we paused, this time for several minutes, and 
thS searchers came in view, following our track. 

The crisis hatl come: to stay where we were moi^t 
probably recapture. I whis{>ered to Mesurier te 
follow me silently and not to splash. The next 
rryniite 1 was in the river, which was out of my 
depth,* and £« Mesurier drop{>e<l in beside me. Hold> 
ing on to tlfe roots of the ree<ls which lined the bank, 
we . oantfully pulled ourselves some distance down- 
atreem, and then paused. The searchers and ^btAr 
dogs were evidently now at fault, and showed no 
* V 
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si^ns of coming our way, so we continued our down¬ 
ward course, and ultimately swam across aiSd into a 
ditch on the other side. 

We had been a good half-hour in the stream, wRicl^ 
seemed to us intensely'^cold, and our teeth were chatter¬ 
ing so that we cqjild scarcely speak. My wrist-watch 
had stopped' but Le Mesurier’s—a Waterbury — was 
still going, for it had been provided by his care wi^h 
a waterproof case. We now crept along the ditch up¬ 
stream again, and then turned off towards the hillside, 
which was dotted witlo large boulders. . Coming round 
the corner of one of these, we found a’ tent in front 
of us, and not caring to».pass it, we tried to climb ijp 
the steep face of the hill. Falling at one point, we 
found a kind of “ chimney,” up whicli we climbed, 
pulling and pushing e.ach other till the top was gained. 
A few minutes’ rest was necessary, for our clothes 
were heavy with water and the climb had made us 
breathless, he Mesuiier had done wonders with his 

C • 

ankle—the cold water had been most efficacious. Next 
we walked along the rocky fac(^ of the hill, parallel 
to the direction we hail followed below, and gradually 
descended to the level and struck a path. Brockie 
wSis irretrievably lost, anil it was useless to attempt 
to find him. He had with him a water-bottle and 
sufficient foixl, and knew both the Dutch and the 
Kaffir language. Following the path, we passed 
several clumps of bracken, one of which we selected 
as a suitable hiding - place. To have walked farther 
in pur wet and clinging garments might hAve been 
wiser, but we decidetl that we had had sufficient- ex¬ 
citement for one night without trying to add Jto it» 
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Carefully avokling breaking' dowu the fern, we took 
our way into 4he oenti'e of tl»e chiiiip, an<l ma<le our¬ 
selves as comfortable as was possible. 1 tiK)k ns a 
"prophylactic ten jjrains of tpiiuifie and four of opium, 
all that was not re«luoe<l to pulp by our itH-ent im¬ 
mersion. I believe tlie dose of oftiuur was a lar^e 
one, but it <lkl not make me sleejK The iii^Ltht was 
bitterly ookl—for where we lay was nearly five thou¬ 
sand feet above the sea - level — ami. soaked as we 
were, we sh<K>k and shiveix*<l. Of coui'se the mos¬ 
quitoes did not spare us, and spent the remainder 
of the night ili lighting this useless scourge. 

• When day broke I found 1 was so still’ and rheumatit! 
that I coukl not move^ and l.e .Mesurier was not much 
better. However, wlft-n the sun roK<* ami ]>enetrat«si 
our wooden btslies we H«K)n f. mnd movement |M>ssible. 
and by noon we were dry ami rca<ly for any more 
adventures that might come. We ha<l suffeivsl some 
loss by that una^oi<lable dip in tlyj river. Le ]VI«*surier 
had lost a pocket - book ami I the cont<‘nt.s of the 
whisky-bottle, the cSrk of wlii<'h had com** otit when 
we were crawling along in tb>- grass — by a<sadent, 
not design. I lia<l also lost a triungtdar file, a 
memento of the Mmlel Scho'd. Furtlier, «>iir foofi- 
supply was water-loggtsl. our toba<'<'o spoilt, ami like¬ 
wise our matches. We iiianagtsl to t-at some pulpy 
chocolate, which was InKtoniing nanseouH to us, lM*sidt*s 
creating a tl^rst we harl no means of quenching. We 
had trustecl to finding plenty of mealies gr«»wing; but 
the ‘hardest was Just gathertxl in, and this sources of 
sup^y was lacking. 

®ur hiding-place, although overlooked by the hilU, 
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was a good one. Only a few Dutchmen and Kaffirs 
passed by along the paths, and they eaw no sign of 
US! The want of pjoximity to wafer was its greatest 
fault, and we mutuatty agreed that howsoever uncbriF- ^ 
fortable a swamp might be as a sleeping-place, it was 
the only place in which to pass a day under the 
broiling sun* unless a shady nook were forthcoming. 
Few trains passed, as it was Sunday. One could npt ^ 
help carrying one’s thoughts back to Pretoria, and 
wondering where our accomplices would think we had 
reached, and what thfey would think we were doing. 
Only too well we knew, at any hour of the day, how 
they were passing their «time, and how unhappy many 
of them were. How light - he^arted we felt at being 
free again !' All that was nec^sary for us now was 
care and caution, and these we had been accustomed 
to when below the floor, and we were now deter¬ 
mined not to leave anything to chance, or to spare 
any trouble which ^ight help to en{<ure our ultimate 
freetlom. 

In addition to the ortlinary riljks of being captured 
or shot, there were two others which now presented 
themselves. My fear was lest the trap-door, which 
>^e could not shut down very neatly, might have been ° 
noticed ; and also that Sergeant Brockie should get 
ahead of us, reach Loren 90 Marques, and, forgetting 
that we were still behind him, talk. That the latter 
supj)osition was not devoid of foundatiop will appear 
later. 

The hour had now come round when it ^^as *time 
to continue our journey. It Was decided to leavS the 
railway and use the moon as a guide till near dawn. 
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when by turning north we could regain the railway 
witj^ oertainty^i The distant roll of thunder and the 
lightning-flashes gat's every sign a coming storm, 
'"’^he moon was not yet up; but the flashes which from 
time to time shot forth from tlie inky clouds made 
the bare veldt look as bright as day,* and w'e-'felt 
that we were very conspicuous. Using* a compass, 
we pushed “on till by the light of the moon we saw 
in front of us a Kaffir kraal, ami found that we were 
walking pa.st a field of water - melons. The opjjor- 
tunity was too good to be lost. Since we left our 
hiding-place w^e ha<l hml no water save that w'hich a 
shower had left in the hoof*- marks of some cattle. 
We now sat down ^ml simply gorgwi this thirst- 
quenching pulp. I hflve ofteji eaten Afghan melons, 
which the caravans hriifg on their camels to Poshawur, 
and these more resembled them than any others that 
I have tasted. Hut \vc ha<l lM>eii heard or s<s*nte«l, 
for the kraal <lqgs near by Ix'gajj to bark. I hastily 
tied up a melon in m 3 ’ handkerchief, ami we walke<l 
silently away, and fffter crossing a stream which ran 
through a deep donga, and mounting a liog - backed 
hill, struck the railwa 3 '. 

We now fooliahl 3 ' left the line, and wandered f4r 
from our course. I think we must have gone roun<l 
in circles, for we only restihe<l Klamls River station 
8 hbrtl 3 )^ before dawn. 1 was tirerl out, principally from 
having slept,badly when below' ground, and frtjni not 
having slept at all since w'e left Pretoria, and was 
preparetf to lie down on the veldt anrl take my chance 
of discovery; but better counsels prevailing, we made 
for* a okunp of trees which rose prominently before us 
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the sky-line. No river was to be seen, although 
the name of the place betokened one; there was nothmg 
in.a liquid form vii^ible save a tirfy trickling stream. 
This, however, is a litAle way of their own that Soutff 
African rivers have—-at one time a roaring torrent, at 
another a miorosc«pic stream. 

Nearing the trees, we walked into a barbed-wire fence, 
and crossing it, selected a small clump of> gum-trees 
for our lair. These were only saplings, six to eight 
feet high, interspersed with larger trees of a kind un¬ 
known to me. Behind us we had left, two alarming 
tracks in the dew-sodden grass — but the sun would 
soon rectify that. Tlirowing ourselves down, we en¬ 
deavoured to get some sleep before the mosquitoes 
found us and made repose impossible. My melon made 
such an excellent pillow that I was soon in the land 
of No<l, but was startled when I woke at 7 to hear 
Le Mesurier whispering, “ I think we are discovered 1 ” 
I could get no more^from him just tljen, so lay think¬ 
ing what was to be done, and hoping that he was 
mistaken. 

He told me afterwards that some one had passed 
close by, and, he thought, had seen us. A heavy 
shower of rain uoav fell, perhaps hiding our foot- 
pi'ints in the grass. Two hours later the sound of 
advancing footsteps became audible. It was a young 
Dutchman coming along a path not six feet from where 
our heads lay on the ground. He stopped when he 
came opposite to us, and a dog which accompanied 
him growled. Visions of bloodthirsty vroutba aerose 
in one’s mind; for now there %vere few men on their 
farms, and it was said on all hands that thet.women 
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were more than Spartan in their severity. The Ihtl 
now begftn shouting what I supposed.to be some Kaffir 
name. Receiving ».o reply, he inove<l off slowly in Jhe 
^u%otion whence he had come,* still calling out. It 
seeme<l to us as if he must li!ive seen us, ami. not 
daring himself to disturb the intrmlet's,. hiul gone for 
help. But it is marvellous how, if ’one remains 
absolutely • still, one ma\’ j>ass unnoti<‘ed, ami our 
imaginations here ha<l le<l us astray. Xotliing hap- 
penetl, no one came, and the incipient only increas*Hl our 
confitlence; for, we felt that hiiwing had tw»> such c.lose 
shaves, we mn.st eventually escape altogether. 

0 All day long the Kaflir^ worked near us, busy 
cuttitig wo<h1 and drawing water, and the Dutch la«l 
passed more than oncw again. The Kaflir is more like 
an animal than a human h<*ing in the way he will 
detect a spot>r an<l Inmes that wouhl not jratcii a 
W'hite man’s notice ; but we were completely unnotic<*<l 

that clav by black or white. 

- * • • 

Of course by now we knew that, we had walkt"*! 

right into the mi<Wle of a Hoer farm ; but I had 
been too tire<l the night before to i-are where 1 went. 
Tlte tlifficulty now w.-is to leave it so ipiietly at night 
that ev'en the dogs might imt hear us. At 7 o <rlork 
we quitte<l tlie gum-tree thi<'ket and iniule <*ur way 
through mealie-fi<‘l<ls ainl bedg<*s till we wer<- <piit« 
clear of ottr dangerous surroumlings. The riiilway was 
quite close, and making for it w»- followisl it ijiitil 
we fouttd a gradient of 1 in oT for some liiiiulrtMl 
metoea • To-night our intention was to catch the train, 
jumping on f>oartl an empty truck as it inove*l slowly 
up* the gradient. This wouhl bring us to ntMir Balmoral 
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by daybreak. But we were destined to pass that night 
and the two next on the veldt. Lying •down closer to 
the railway, we reyiained till 2 I.M., but no train 
passed. It now seemSd certain that the night-service^ 
no longer ran, and there , was nothing left but to go 
on walking. ‘For‘a couple of hours we followed the 
railway, and then began to look for water and a place 
to hide in. As there was a house close to the railway¬ 
line it seemed probable that we should find water of 
some sort near. In this we proved to be right, for 
we nearly walked int(? a circular pit, at the bottom 
of which were some inches of the precious liquid. 
Quenching our thirst and filling the bottle, we looke€ 
everywhere for some place that jvould hide us. There 
was nothing for it but to lie Sown by an ant-bear 
hole upon which we fortunately stumbled. The dwelling 
of this animal is a hole like a badger’s, with a trench 
about two feet deep, and as broad, leading to the 
entrance. Here wo »lay down and f>repared to be 
grilled for nine or ten hours, for there was no shade, 
and we had no means of making ft without attracting 
notice; and our ten-ounce water-bottle would not j^o 
very far. In two more marches we should reach 
Balmoral, and once there, we had a very good hope of 
hiding ourselves in a coal-truck bound for Portuguese 
territory. 
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VI. 

PKOM VELDT TO COAL-MINE. 

“ We inust^take the current when it serves, or lose our venture." 

•We had prepared ourselves* for a warm day, but this 
one far exceeded ouj anticipations : however, so long 
as we remained well*liidden and knew that at nightfall 
we should be cool and able to procure water, we had 
no great cause for complaint. Few KaflUrs passed our 
way and not a Dutchman, for except the house which 
stood close to ^he railway, no other human habitation 
was near. As usual we had got soaked to the waist 
in going through tTie lo#g grass; but the hot sun soon 
remedied such a trifle, and before the day came to an 
end we would have given something to have lieen in 
a condition similar to that in which we ha<I first in¬ 
vaded the ant-bear hole. 

We calculated by the kilometres marked on the white 
fio^njs at various points along the line that we had only 
covered thivty-six miles in four days—a jxwr record— 
and htfd still twenty-one to compass before we should 
TO itch f!he neighbourhood of the collieries at BalmoraL 
Shenrt oonunons, lack of sleep, and want of wat€»r were 
bfcginmliig to have their eflTect upon us, and we thoa|^t 
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we ha<f done well when we had walked ten miles. It 
was scarcely dark when, our thirst having got beyond 
endiftranoe, we hurrie^ to the pool -^hich we had en¬ 
joyed the night before; 

Except an army emergency ration, which Le Mesurier 
had carefully presemred ever since he was captured at 
Dundee, and a scrap of biltong, we had nothing left 
to eat. Seating ourselves by this pool we broke into, 
our last reserve, and seldom have I enjoyed a meal (if 
such it can be called) so much. This ration is intended 
to last the soldier for thirty-six hours, and it is divided 
into two parts, each in a small tin which is enclosed in 
a larger one. One tin contains what I cannot clearly* 
describe, but it is a species of powder, greyish in colour, 
caked hard, and tasting slightly‘of “Bombay duck.” 
The other tin is full of cocoa in a highly concentrated 
form, with a pleasant acid taste. They are both to be 
cooked or not, as circumstances will allow. Cooking- 
pots were not inoludec^ in our kit, and ^eans to light 
a fire, had we desired to do so, did not exist. We 
therefore dined off our delicacy in* its raw state, but 
only ate about one-third of it, for it had to last two 
hungry men for seventy-two hours, not one soldier for 
thifty-six. Our supper at an end, we proceeded 0 ;n 
our way, walking by the railway. From constant 
listening and peering through the darkness, eyes and 
ears had grown far more sensitive, and the least sound 
of voices, or dogs barking, or the faint gljmmer o^ a 
light in a bridge • guard’s tent, did not escape our 
senses. I cannot but think that the use of dogs*in 
war by us British, a dog-loving” nation, has been tm- 
aooountably overlooked. I believe certain nations— the 
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Q«rmans and French — use them; but we, who iSave 
our kennel-tfdubs, and every enootiragement to breed 
the best and piH.'est of the canine species, do* not 
‘include these faithful friends atnoug oiu" war-materisL 
In India, where one suffers so "much from rifle-thieves, 
without his dog there would be nsauy<a court-martial 
on the owner of a stolen rifle. There* the dogs are 
, chained *0 the arm-racks, sentries with whose vigilance 
no human being can compete. Often in Tirah the wily 
Afridi would bring his dog with him wlien bent on dis¬ 
turbing our rest by firing intb camp. He knew right 
well that if *the plucky little Ghoorka was engage<i in 
•stalking him, his four-footed friend would give him 
timely warning. ^ 

Le Mesurier and*I know what a curse were the 
dogs within whose hearing we came on our way to 
Ijoren 90 Marques; and I think that if we employed 
them on outpost duty, aiul trained them to growl 
softly when sgme stranger wa^ ajiproachiiig, the |k>s- 
sibility of surprise wouUl las greatly lessenetl, and the 
soldier on his lonefy post, where he has to <le|>end on 
the acuteness of his sight and hearing, would feel the 
value of this assistant. 

After going for a few miles, we saw in front of its a 
tent in which was a light, and heanl the low murmur 
of voices. As usual we left the line and maile a detour, 
Which brought us to the well-known Uronkhurst Spruit. 

I may be ^pardoned for recalling to my reailers the 
episode which befell the 94th Regiment under Colonel 
AAstnfther near here, on the 20th Deoemljer 1889. It 
Wife the opening soeifb of tk^war of 1881, which ter¬ 
minated with Amajuba. A detachment of that oorpa 
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to Pretoria, before any - declaration of 
•hostilities had been made, when they weae ambushejjl 
by the Boers, and out gf 250 persons fill but one officer 
and i20 men fell withfki a few minutes. The Boem' 
boast of this brutal massacre as a victory, and in spite 
of this, and th^ abuse of the white flag and use of 
expanding bullets during the present campaign, there 
are men who call themselves Englishmen who are ready , 
to extend to them the hand of friendship and of 
sympathy. 

Hurrying past this plhce of mournful .memory, we 
soon came to the village of the same namd. The dogs 
here seemed strangely restless, and as the moon was 
shining brightly, another wide dgtour on hands and 
knees was essential. Then we citme to a river, and 
crossing it we regained the railway. A few miles 
farther on, with no incident worth recording, we began 
to think it was time to make our nightly search for 
a hiding - place. Afteg a good deal qf hunting up 
and down, backwards and forwards, we agreed to lie 
down in a swamp where the grail's and reeds were 
high, and near which no human habitation ootild be 

O 

seen. It was very wet, probably full of fever-germs; 
but* no matter, we should have the wherewithal at 
hand with which to fight the sun when he rose. 

Next day passed peacefully; we were evidently “ far 
from the madding crowd,” for all day long we did 
not see a soul except some Kaffirs, who wqre working 
on the railway-line some way off. Befreshed by* a few 
hoursS sleep, we made our way to the railway as t^nli^t 
tamed to night, and, avoiding one*''or two bri4ge-guai%l^ 
reached some running water. The night was vary dark^ 
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and two Dutchmen passed close by us while w^^y 
<iown, and grossing rivers by faith and not by sight* 
is not pleasant D^rk. <*^ 

M I') 

The river we had reached is* called the Wilde river, 
and it has here several brancties. After negotiating 
four, we thought no more remained ^ but a girder 
railway-bridge was dimly visible on our* right, a gentle 
hint that all were not yet passed. The Boer who 
guarded this bridge must have heard us, for he came 
out of his tent with a lantern, and, while we lay 
hidden in the wet grass, listened for some time. Of 
course at the very moment he appeared the moon 
.began to rise over the crest of a hill in front of us; 
but as the lantern soon disappeared, we rose and con¬ 
tinued our travela 

A few paces brought us to the edge of a moat unin¬ 
viting-looking river — one of those sluggish, stagnant 
streams such as one meets with in Belgium. Neither 
of us was in yie mood for a sy^im—it was too early in 
the evening for that; and on trying its depth I found 
it reached to my ■#aist, and its bottom was ooni|>osed 
ot soft mud. Along the bank we walktnl, and were soon 
rewarded by hearing the souml of running water, and a 
little farther brought us to a shallow fonl. This croAied, 
we found ourselves on a hillside covered with loose stones, 
an ideal spot for spraining an ankle. TIio moon came 
to our resoue, and we again struck the railway without 
mulmp. now thought that Balmoral could not bo 

for of^ and the hope of reaching there before dawn made 
■ ucTpudh along quickly. In oonsequenoe we nearly walked 
info a ten^ and had tb hide beside the railway till, afUw- 
WMw III III >if ring, I ascertained that we had not been eeeii*, 
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l^^re us dn either side of the railway were farms, 

• easily recognisable by the clumps of trees around t|j.e 
buildings. Leaving t^e railway, we followed a stream 
through a out in the* hills, and bearing to our left* 
came upon it again. 

Suddenly we .were aware of an odour familiar to us 
both, the smell* of burning coal. We had not expected to 
find a colliery so close, nor was there one, foi* the wind« 
brought from a distance what our nasal organs had at 
once detected. However, we very soon came upon a 
siding full of coal - truolfe. I now made, a *8ystematio 
examination of every truck, to see by the ticket on it 
where its contents were boimd for. It is not the custom* 
to put the full name of a place on these labels, and had 
I seen L.M., I should have known that it meant Loren 90 
Marques. But nearly all these trucks were labelled N.C. 
or J.K. There was no mistaking the first two letters,— 
they must stand for Newcastle in Natal; but as for J.K., 
it was Greek to us. plose by the sidipg there was a 
small Kaffir hut, outside which were some embers where 
the occupants had cooked their evenibg meal. 

We were tempted to try to clear up the situation, and 
find out if any trucks were bound for our destination; 
but it was 2 A.M., the Kaffirs were asleep, and we re¬ 
turned to a very swampy spot which we had passed on 
our way. First cutting down some rushes, we spread 
them in the swamp, and lay down to snatch a few hours’ 
sleep, which the mosquitoes were determine^ we should 
not have. The night was very cold, and as I had had 
rheumtktism ever since the night we took to the *rivef, I 
was right glad when the sun rolte. The day was vbry 
warm; but there was more than enough of water, ainl 
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our hopes were high, for we were determiued to aeou^ a 
truck at one pr other of the colliery sidings, and get the 
rest of our journey over. All do^ long the noise of. the 
«fFunting at the siding, where we had been so early in 
the morning, could be heard, and more tlian one tram 
seemed to leave it. We hoped tjiat ,there might be 
some trucks for Delagoa Bay, where maliy ships must 
purely stop to coal. 

Towards evening a middle-aged Boer, accompanied by 
a boy and armed with a sporting rille, i)as8ed us not far 
ofiF. As lilbk.would liave it, a^jird, not unlike a curlew, 
rose from the swamp close to us and Hew l)ehind him; 
i>ut he neither heard nor sa^v it, and soon they disajv 
peared from view. 

The weather, which all day bad l)een very sultry, now 
began to look most threatening. From every quarter 
black clouds seemed to roll towards that part of the sky 
which overhung our swamp. There was no mistaking 
these signs—wg were in for a very heavy storm. Half- 
past five passed and still it did not come, but by six 
the rain had begulf to fall, and a few minutes later we 
left the swamp drenche<l to the skin. Amid flashes of 
lightning which cause.1 the veldt to l.s,k bright ,is day, 
and the thunder’s sullen roar, w e ma<le our way to the 


Kaffir hut at the siding. 

Before leaving our hiding-place we ha.1 fimshe.! every 
scrap of food we posse8se<l. Not even an inch of biltong 
remafiied. This succulent and sustaining stuff is always 
camed.by the Boers when travelling or campaigning. It 
is mad^ from the flesh of the buck or ox, out frtfn, the 

ohdlceet parts. Strips^ this meat are steqad in vinegar 

and pepper for two hours, then covered with salt, which it 
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8vi(^ in all night. Next day the strips are hung up in 
. a shady place until their exterior is dry, yhen they are 
put .in the sun, which soon makes them as hard as wood. 
This* is now fit for eating, and as much as is required ft)iv» 
a meal can be cut from*it as one slices a cucumber. 

Miserable object!^ indeed, were we when we came 
oppositg the (Joal-siding. Not a stitch of dry clothing 
on us, hungry and weak; but shelter and pei;haps food 
were to be found inside the hut, and Le Mesurier had 
impressed on me from prevdous experience that Kaffirs 
were absolutely to be tmsted. 

The door was open and a light burned* within. We 
entered, and saluting thq occupants with the Kaffij 
greeting, “Sacabotui ^ " (How do you do?) sat down. 
There were fiv^e thick - lijiped, et»ony-coloured negroes 
seated round a caldr< m, which, turned on its side, displayed 
its half-eaten contents—thick dry mealie-meal porridge. 
Without another word wo joined the circle, those nearest 
us drawing aside their mats, for the rain-water was 
running off us on to the hard mud fK)or. Indicat^g 
our desire to share their meal, the vessel was tilted 
towards us, .md stretching out a hand we drew forth 
a lump of the coagulated mess. We were botli *so 
Intngry that the desire for food left us when it was 
within our grasp; but after a short time the craving 
returned, and we did justice to the simple fare. 

Meantime we had tried the few Kaffir words and 
sentences we knew upon our black friends, one of whom 
took pride in repeating his very few words of !^nglish. 
The.Conversation was not long sustained, ands having 
satisfied our hunger we left the* hut. It was pouring 
still, and the prospect of finding other coal-sidings and 
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examining trucks without the aid of a light was^not 
ajjleasing oae. We therefore entered the hut again, 
having decidetl that wo wouhl ^inclose who wo were 
^nd try to enlist the hel]> of ^ts oc-oupants. It was 
easily explaimnl that we wei-e Knglishinen from l*ix»turia 
running away from the lh>ors and snaking for Delag^si 
Bay. AVe at once hatl tlie sympatliv of all. who>Hlio\vod 
^1 leir hatKxl of the Duteh l>v signs and gest tires. I'he 
next <}uestion was to explain what we want^sl them 
to do. I happened on the jirevioiis evening, for no 
jiarticularReason, to have taldm the lalsd off a truck 
and put it lit my pin-ket ; prtslueing it, no wonl of 
explanation was recpiired. 'J'wi> «if the Kafllrs left the 
hut and ilid not ret^irn for some minutes, hut when 
they did they hroiigrtt with them several other lalM>la 
Booking at them, we found that none of thc-m htnti 
the mystic letters 1-. M. Again they wtnit «nit. We 
now gave five sovereigns to the elderly Kaflir who 
fleoineil to he J.he iUiyen of thgm all, aixl nnule liiiii 
understand that they were his if he could get ns a 
truck for Ihdagoa Ttay. liefore we left Pretoria, Her- 
geant Brookio ha<l given mo S€»in«- slight instruction in 
the Kalhr tongue, ami liaving some siiitahle sentenis^ 
written ilown, 1 r(.*a<l thi*m «iul, mm-h to the «:urioiiuty 
of the listeners, who want<'<l to sea- the pajasr on which 
they were inscrilieil. After several more visits hml 
bfeen j>aid to the coal-trucks, it se«'ine(l (xirtain that 
nolle was bpund for the coast. Tlie ohl Kaffir then 
handed*back the gold, and giving him a trifle in return 
for*the*food, we again left the hut. • 

Outside everything fooke<l so black and unpromising 
that we agreed to put our fate entirely in the hands 

o 



96 


How we Escaped from Pretoria. 

of the five Kaffirs. For the third and last time we 
entered the hut and asked them point-blank ■ who th^ir 
hact^ was. Was he «an Englishman or a Dutchman? 
The reply came from *all that he was the former and 
lived not far away, and we thereupon decided to go 
and ask his help. • It might be that we should find 
that he was a man on parole to take no part in the 
war, and to remain neutral; but it could d« no harm 
to see him and obtain some food and information. We 
therefore indicated that we wanted one of tj^em to con¬ 
duct us to his house; ’whereupon the youngest Kaffir 
rose, put on an ancient overcoat, and we went forth 
again into the night. Th« rain had ceased, and, follow^ 
ing our guide, we crossed the siding, feeling that our 
difficulties were coming to an en3. 

In the distance a burning slack-heap of a coal-mine 
could be seen against the sable background of the sky. 
It looked nearer than it was, for almost an hour passed 
before we got into close proximity to it; but the walk 
seemed to dry our clothes, and we stumbled along* in 
the dark, anxious to know what was in store for us. 
Passing some sheds, we came to the pit’s mouth, a^nd 
then climbing over some rubbish-heaps, found ourselves 
facing a row of one-storeyed dwellinga Our cicerone 
indicated that he had performed his part of the under¬ 
taking, and that the manager’s habitation lay before us. 
Knocking on his door, a voice bade us enter. We did 
so, and found ourselves in the presence cf a tall fair 
man, who later told us that he thought we wei^ Boers. 
I acfked him if he were an Englishman. He repfied lhat 
he was, but from his accent an^ appearance he looked 
more like a Swede. Eventually he informed us tBat 
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he was a native of Denmark, whereupon I told him *my 
n^pie waa of Danish orif^in. I then inquired if he were 
on parole^ »» we wanted his help. « As he replied in*the 
hegative, I added that we wantAl to travel to Delagoa 
Bay concealed in a coal-truck, and asked how far he 
could help ua He remained lost in* thought for several 
minutes, and then said that it would l>e 'dilHcuk ; that 
his mine -Was sending no coal to the sea-coast; but that 
three trucks were to be loade<l for Ix)ren 9 o Marques 
at a small mine close by on the following morning, and 
that he would try to have thS loading |>osi|>oneil till 
night, so thaC we could reach our hiding-place tmseen. 
This meant taking anothcraman into our confidence, 
but as ho was a Scottynau there was no objection. He 
said that he would ailrauge the matter at once, Imt the 
question was where to put us for the night. On my 
suggesting the coal-mine, ho saul that there were several 
Hollanders on duty there, none of whom could l>o trusted 
to keep their cojjnsel. 

Lie Mesurier and I then said that the veldt waa good 
enough for us, and fliat if he could get us some food, wo 
would lie out all night and (muiiu to some ap{>ointed 
place next evening. Ho answere<l ho wouhl bring the 
storekeeiier to us, and, leaving the room, shortly lu- 
tumed with that, to us, most weUjomo individual. 

Mr Moore, the manager of the Douglas Colliery store, 
nOw t^k complete charge of us. Ho le<l us to his house, 
which 8too<l Jin a ganlen quite apart from any others, 
and soon we were seate^l at his hospitable table eating 
as if oUf lives depended on it. Our first civilised meal 
for &ver three weeks consisted of tinned salmon, cocoa, 
anri the usual adjuncts. I think we horriSed our host 
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bjr oiir iiideoent rapacdty, but it gave him a good id!^ of 
^l^it -we should require on the morrow. Mr Moore t®ld 
iis {];iat he was the som of a late Indian general who had^ 
served in the 13th Madras Native Infantry, and that 
his bTOther, in the Imperial Light Horse, had fought 
at Elandslaa^tfe side by side with my regiment. 

It wfis a great relief no longer to talk in whispers, 
and our voices sounded strange to us. Our ho8t occupied 
himself in considering where to lodge us for the night, 
and decided to put us in a forage-shed the store, 

which was generally occupied by his Kaffir boys, who 
need not know who we were. The moon was up, and 
we made our way to the «hed. In the next house wan 
an Irishman who was in sympathy with the Boers and 
had some grievance against Moore* so we were cautioned 
to keep very quiet. With apologies for putting us in 
such a place—a palace to what we had bepn accustomed 
to of late—Moore left us for the night. 

A deep sense of oententment and satisfaction now 
came over us, partly engendered by the feeling of ®re- 
pletion, and of being able to look forward to a much- 
wanted night’s rest without mosquitoes. A slight ar¬ 
rangement of the forage bundles was necessary, and 
this made, we were soon fast asleep, despite numbers 
of mice whose dwellings we had invaded. At a quartei^ 
past six next morning we were startled by hearing some 
one knocking at the small window, which was„pai{ly 
covered by a sack to hide our presence within, "l^o- 
ever it was next came roimd to the door, wMoh was 
boltJlBd inside. Cautiously opening it a few Sooh^ a 
black face peered in at me, and the owner thereof 
having apparently satisfied his curiomty gave a Idad 
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guffikw'' fl^d went off. Shorty after thia a ftMsa 

appeared at window and shouted soihethin|i; in 
Dutch, ]Fteoeivinff ;no'answer, he tried us tn English, 
saving, *♦ Hulloo I who tould yo» to doss down the#e ? ” 
Lie Mesurier said by mistake, ‘"Mr Johnston^*’ which 
was the name of the Dane who h^ passed us on to 
Moore. This seemed to excite the inquirer’s ii^, prob- 
pbly because this store was I^foore’s, and saying, *' Damn 
his cheek! ” he went off. It left with us a rather un¬ 
comfortable feeling that, not knoudng who the stmngers 
were, he nlSght reveal what he had seen to some one 
better kept in*ignorance. Our fears were dispelled when 
^t 9 o’clock Moore api>ear«l, bringing with him our 
recent visitor, who ttirne<i out to be the butcher of 
the mine, and lived •next dtK>r. Ho told tis that ho 
was a Natal - born Englishman, and limi been com¬ 
pelled by the Boers, l>eing a burgher, to fight at Elands- 
laagte and Spion Kop; but that he ha<l made a rapid 
strategical move to the rear at the former fight and 
escaped the I.<ancer8. He said Tie had avoided point¬ 
ing his rifle so a# to inflict damage on his fellow- 


countrymen. 

TA. door which led from the store into the forage-shod 
was now opened, and throughout this day a liberal 
supply of meat and drink was passe<i in to us. At 
10 o’clock we were told that the medical man who 
had charge of the miners, and happened to be making 
on^ ot his occasional visits, was coming in to see uo. 
Dr GHlVaapie,* one of those fortunate beings whose vcnce 
an(k mwner at once inspire confidence, now enterei} the 
shed. ' He told us that, purely on chance of heMring 
B<vne news at the mine, ho had driven over from Brug 
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on the previous day, and stopping the night had 
bhanoed to hear in the morning that the escaped prisoners, 
of whom every one kn^w, had at lengfh arrived. 

Tts extraordinary chain of biroumstanoes which had 
brought us to the mine, exactly at the right time, was 
now made evident to us. Had not Le Mesurier delayed 
us owqjg to his sprained ankle, had not the thunder¬ 
storm driven us to the Kaffirs’ hut, we should probably, 
never have heard of Dr Gillespie. It was not his usual 
day for visiting the mine. He now told us his plans 
for getting us safely ofer the border. JEIe and some 
others had managed it for Churchill, and they would 
do the same for us. He, told us to say nothing to 
any one of the fact that they had helped Churchill, 
and that when it grew dark hb would drive us to 
another mine, where plans for the future would be 
matured. He added that we might now consider our¬ 
selves out of the country, our further movements would 
be so devoid of risk. ^Bidding us farewell till evening, 
and saying that the coal-truck plan was now at ^an 
end, he left us. 

Another visitor followed, Mr Haughton, manager of 
the adjacent mine, which was sending the three trucks 
of *ooal to Delagoa Bay. He was an old soldier, and 
had served in the Zulu war, and knew a man I have 
not met for years. Captain M‘Kie of the Gist High¬ 
landers, as well as Colonel Curtis of the Inniskilliiig 
Dragoons. If this should meet the eye pf either, he 
may be interested to know that Haughton was Anxious 
to be remembered to them. He told us that Dr Gilldbpie 
had an excellent plan for getting us out of the ooudtry, 
and we could entirely rely upon him. 
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It was here that I happened to read in a paper, tcvcnj 
great surpris^ and distress, of the death of Sir WiUhun 
Lockhart, Commander-in>Chiof in India, on whose staff 
J'had been for three years aial a half, and who* had 
allowed me to rejoin my regiment in order to come to 
South Africa. It had been my very good fortune to 
have twice served on his staff in the field, and to have 
realised fjiat magnetic influence which makes some few 
commanders born leaders of men, ami this power ho 
possessed in the liighest degree. 

During the day a gramo 2 )hon« played numerous topical 
airs for our «amusement, and when it grow dark Moore 
came and took ua again to his liouse. Hero wo fouml, 
thanks to his thoughtftil kind ness, a complete change 
of garments, for oun*own were tit for nothing hut the 
dust-heap. We also enjoyed the luxury of a hath, and 
were much amused at the reflection of ourselves in a 
looking-glass. 

After we had had 8Uj)per, a numlssr of Englishmen 
eyiployed on flio mine came an**!, out of curiosity and 
interest in our esaivpe, a8ke<l to see us. I felt glad 
that we Avere not remaining at this mine, for far too 
rilany knew our secret ; and though each imlivklual 
would keep it inviolate, still an indiscreet remark 
might lead to our discovery. 

Dr Gillespie left Insfore us to see his horses inspnnned, 
and shortly afterwards, conducto<l hy Moore, wo l>ade 
adieu to the occupants of the house, and striking acrews 
the v^dt went to the appointetl place where we were 
to*joi« the doctor. It had been consitlered unsafe to 
meet him at the mine. 
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V il. 

AT THE COAL-MINE. 

“ A friend in ifeed is a friend indeed.” 


Following our conductor^ down the lower elopes of 
the hill, on the summit of which, strange to say, the 
ooal-mine was situated, the lights from the burning 
slack-heaps grew less distinct. On reaching the level 
no signs of the doctor were visible. Matches were 
lighted, but no responsive flash answered ours. At 
length Moore returned along the way ^we had come, 
and having met his assistant a short distance o£P, oaine 
and told us that the doctor had deoMed to take another 
route, one which was better than that he had at first 
intended to follow. 

Retracing our footsteps, we came upon him near the 
mine. Ho was seated in a two-wheeled dog-cart, to 
which a pair of grey horses were harnessed. CJlimb- 
ing up^ beside him, we took our places on the firont 
seat, and the hood of the trap was raised^ We b^e 
farewell to Moore, and, taking with us his earnest 
good.wishee for our freedom, started. 

The night was intensely dark? and imtil the mOoat 
rose—for we were driving without lamps—we cxntld 
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barely see a horse’s length before us. I have 
tioned the difficulty we had on leaving Eerste Fabriken 
of finding our waj-* by road wh^ walking; now we 
Vrere to experience a similar difficulty while driving. 
The doctor knew the road weli; but the numerous 
tracks, of which in parts it consisted, made it difficult 
to follow the right one. 

Many times during that drive of fourteen miles we 
were on the eve of upsetting; but fortune favouretl 
us, and though we rolled from side to side at the bad 
places, like a ^hip broadside od in a heavy swell, we 
never quite vt'ent over. Part of the journey took us 
close to the railway. There,was a possibility of some 
inquisitive Dutchman stopping to speak to the doctor, 
and becoming suspicidus when he saw three persons in 
the cart, for the usual number it carried was two; but 
we saw no one, and only at one place where we crossed 
the railway had I to squeeze down behin<l the splash¬ 


board. 

The doctor told us he was taking us to the Transvaal 
Delagoa Bay Compafty’s colliery. Reaching it, ho would 
hand us over to Mr Howarrl, who hatl arrangetl tor 
Churchill’s escape, anti he himself wouKl go homo to 
Brug Spruit, four miles off. Even if any of the Hol¬ 
landers should chance to hear that we had been at 
the Douglas Colliery for one night, they would have 
nd idea where we had gone afterwanls, and, the ground 
bei^ very dyy and hard, the cart would leave but an 
indi^rent spoor. 

half-past one in the morning of Saturday, 
24Uf March, when we* drew up near the ofRoe of the 
ooHiery where we were to bo the hosidtaWe manager^* 
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guests <£or several days. All was silept and deserted, 
except for the presence of the two Kaffir boys ^on 
guard outside the ^ffioe. Dr Gilftspie got down a 
short way from the t>ffioe, and after a few minutecT 
conducted us into a* room behind it. Here the oc¬ 
cupant of the room and I mutually recognised one 
anoth^. It Vas no other than the Englishman whom, 
as I related before, I had seen, with another,*walk past 
the Staats Model School. That other very soon joined 
us, and was introduced to us as Mr Biumham, the 
manager of the mine ^tore. The firsi^ whose name 
was Adams, was assistant - manager. They now told 
me that they had passed the school, wondering how 
they could communicate with us to help some of us 
to escape. Adams left the ro6m in search of the 
manager, who lives a short distance from the office. 
When he knocked at the door of Mr Howard’s room 
a voice said, “ Anything wrong ? ” The reply, “ Pumps 
broken down,” was giyen. Mr Howard^ afterwards told 
us that he instinctively said to himself, “They’ve oqme 
at last.” He had made up his iliiind that we should 
somehow reach liis coal - mine, and had kept Kaffirs 
out night after night near the railway watching *for 
urf He also had for nights past played “ God save 
the Queen ” on his piano, with the windows open, lest 
we passing that way should hear and crave admittance. 

Soon the objects of so much solicitude saw ^before 
them a tall, spare, clean-shaven man—evij^ently a man 
of strong piurpose and resolution. The resemblance of 
the*manager to Von Moltke struck me at ont^ *His 
arrival was the signal for a decision to be comb to 
regarding our disposal It appeared that Churchill, 
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or Dr Beiitook (which was the name he aasumM wljile 
heje), had lived down the mine on his first arrival, and 
afterwards in a r<Sxn next to th^ office. This was*an 
moonvenient arrangement, as iff involved taking into 
the secret three English minere; and there was a 
further .difiBoulty about food. It was .decided, there¬ 
fore, that Mr Howard, who generally h*ad hi% meals 
at the ofl&oe, should be unwell for the next few days 
and feed at his own house, and that we should take 
up our quarters with him. To make the axTangemont 
safe, it would,be necessary to fake into our confidence 
two English Servant-girls and a Kaffir lioy. We now 
left the room and went to ^Ir Howaixl’s house, and, 
before going to bed, ^had btmiul to socretiy the three 
whom it was nece88at“y to confide in. 

^^hen morning came we heard with interest how 
Winston Churchill had foiiml his way to the manager’s 
house. He had left Pretoria, according to plan, the 
same evening ^s he had got outj^ of the Model School, 
and with some difficulty ha<l succ«iofle<i in climbing 
into a coal - truck *011 the 10 P.M. train. Travelling 
all night till he reache<l the vicinity of Ilahnoral, he 
had left the train, waited till dark, and, following the 
line, had seen before him the electric lights of the 
Whitbank Colliery. As this colliery is managoil by 
Frenchmen, and there are very few' Englishmen on it, 
discovery meant capture. Making towanls the lights, 
he*wM fort^jinate to lose sight of them in a dip of 
the gBOund, and when ho got on to the flat again 
he‘^y»in front of him the glimmer of a slack-heap. 
He* now directed his 'steiis towards this, and eventu¬ 
ally arrived at Mr Howard’s house. The garden was 
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iknd looked like An Bnglishkian's, and he knocked 
at the door.' In reply to Mr Howard, who opened^it, 
he MBaid that he ha^ fallen off a»^rain and lost his 
way. It soon came ^aut who he was, and he was* 
there and then put down the mine. The name which 
he used was assumed, so that all who knew the secret 
at themune could talk of him more freely. 

At this time Mr Burnham was sending seven trucks 
of wool to Ijoren 90 Marques, and a hiding-place was 
made for Churchill in one of them between the bales. 
Accompanied by Mr Bhrnham, who travelled on the 
same train and bribed the officials to ISt the trucks 
go right through, he reached, after some delays, his 
destination. Suspicion, howeverj was roused through 
a member of the firm to whom the wool was consigned 
noticing some marks of grease on the bales, which 
seemed to say that some one had occupied the truck. 
This person made inquiries from Burnham, who pro¬ 
fessed ignorance; bu^i he was undoubtedly suspected, 
for he had been seen walking with a stronger at the 
time the wool arrived at I<oren 90 Marques, and a little 
time after, a Dutchman asked him in Pretoria how much 
he had got for getting Churchill out of the country. 

In spite of the risk he ran, however, he was prepared 
to repeat the experience for our benefit; but it was 
decided that as a certain amount of wool was still 
being sent by various persons to Loren 90 Mf^uAb, 
and as many goods-truoks were detaohe^ for twelve 
hours at Middleburg, a short distance off, he and 
Adams should keep a look-out at Whitbank*§ta%kKn 
and note the trucks that passeff eastward. TTidinj ; in 
one of '^ese trucks, we could get out dt the oonntty 
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without throwing suspicion on Burnham. If, howei^, 
ndhe should ei^op at Middleburg, Burnham would buy . 
su^oient wool £or*one truok-load, and send us with it, 
*aooompanying it as he had dous \efore. Mr Howard 
set his face against any one cdhneoted with the wool 
travelling by the same train as it; au^ in the end— 
for we were entirely of his opinion—Burnham, some 

reason, which made me feel it was connected with the 
despatch of the wool, was refused a passport. After 
martial law had been proclaimed in the Transvaal no 
one could travel without a pass, and this had to bo 
applied for ifl person from a field-cornet. 

The day of our arrival ^t the coal-mine, Adams 
and Burnham drove to Whitbank and brought back 
news of Brockie, to^ the effect that he had arrive*! 
there that morning, and had gone to a store and 
asked for work. He had been passed on to another 
store, where was an Englishman whom he knew. A 
passport, the name on which was altered after it had 
b^n obtamed,*had been procured for him as far as 
Kaapmtuden, forty%ix miles from the border. Travel¬ 
ling there by train, he was, on arrival, to go to an 
Englishman, who would provide him with a Kaffir 
guide to take him over the border. I will leave him 
here for the present; but wiU say in passing that my 
fears of his getting into Portuguese territory l>efore 
ilS were renewed- 

Xdams hmi been to the station to see the aftennmn 
train 4 >a 8 S, and had noticed one truck loaded vdA 
w<ia, which wohld do weU for us if it were detached 
at •Middleburg. Nest day they drove there, but no 

track had been left. 
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TFrom Sdi* Howard I gathered that he had studied 
engineering in England—^his father having been in the 
Royal Engineers — ^nd had lived.fn the Free State 
for many years, had taken part in several' expeditions*' 
against neighbouring tribes who had broken out; and 
as the Boers imagined he was a burgher—which he 
was nq|;——he feared he might have to go to the front. 
He was on very good terms, however, with* the field* 
cornet of his district, and hoped to avoid this disagree¬ 
able contingency. He had contemplated letting the 
officers in Pretoria knbw that if any,escaped they 
must come to him, but his plan of sendlhg a message 
inside a tennis-ball was, too risky, with the police 
living in the back-yard of the school, and he had 
been obliged to give it up. • 

I have seldom experienced such care and kindness 
as he gave us during the few days we were under 
his roof. It must be remembered that he and the 
others who were helping us to complete our escape 
ran the risk of being shot if they were found opt, 
yet they never hesitated to undertake the plan which 
eventually proved successful. 

Both Be Mesurier and I were beginning to feel t\ie 
^ effects of our outing, and Mr Howard did everything 
he could devise to make us fit and well before we left 
him. 

Except to take a walk with us after dark towards 
the Whitbank lights, he rarely left the hopse for long, 
lest the field-cornet or some other dangerous .person 
should chance to call. Dr Gillespie came oo^ 
paid us several visits, and premised to put in* 
appearance the night we were consigned to the truck. 
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It was explained to ua how impossible eabnpe in**» 
doal-truok woijjld have been. If wo had selected one 
in which the ooal ^aa stored in Imgs, we oould never 
have made a hiding-place which •^vould have been 
for the shunting of the trucks* would have brought 
down the sacks of ooal on our heada , Also, it was 
the custom on the railVay, in ortler to preven% theft, 
throw aohalk all over the topmost layer of bags, 
and any shifting of them on our i>art would have l>een 
detected at once. 

I told them, at the Douglas •Colliery that the plan 
had been to b'aild with planks a hole sufliciently large 
to hold us, which would h%ve l>oen hidden with the 
sacks. They laughetl at the itlea, aiul said we should 
have been suffocated Hjy the heat an<l csoal-tlust, and, 
worse than all, those who had hel{>ed us would have 
been discovered, unless the consignee at Delagoa liap- 
pened to be in the secret, which in our case he would 
not have been. ^ , 

C)n the return of Adams and Burnham a consulta¬ 
tion was held, an^ it was dec.i<le»l that the latter 
should buy up sufficient bales of wool to make up a 
truck-load — sixteen would l>c re<piiro<l — telegraph to 
the same firm at Ixirenyo Alanjiios, offering them the 
wool for cash or its eijuivalont in kinil, and say that 
it must be sold. The anxiety to get rid of the bales 
ntlght arouse suspicion, but we could not oxj>eot to 
avoid every jisk. 

Aocqydingly on 3»Ionday, 2t5th March, a telegram 
fwa?"« 5 J»t to the firm at I^renyo Marques, and,, by 
’‘^veiling a reply came,* accepting the load of wool on 
gntiafactorj terms. Burnham know whore ho otmld 
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p^d'the truek-losd, and by the foUowjpg Wed^es^y 
the amount requir^ ■was ootleotedl The project of 
our stopping at Kontati Poort to see if it were poe?" 
•ible to blow up the*bridge was discussed, but finally 
vetoed, since . most of the supplies required by the 
Trans^iaal and Free State had* been already ooUeoted 
in the country, and the quantity now oonaing in by 
this route was insignificant. 

On Wednesday the truck arrived from Whitbank 
dnfwn by one of the flolliery locomotiv^a All day it 
remained on the line immediately out^de the office, 
and from the manager’s jiouse we could see Burnham 
and Adams busily superintending the special manner 
in which it had to be loaded for* our comfort and con¬ 
cealment. 

In order that the reader may better understand the 
kind of place we were to occupy for sixty-three hours, 
I will describe it ir^ as few words as I can. The 
bales of wool, weighing each four hundred pou^^ds, 
were in size about five feet lon^ by two feet and 
a half broad and the same in depth. There were in 
all, I think, sixteen to be loaded into the truck, "tlie 
truck itself was an empty coal-waggon, about eighteen 
feet long and seven wide, with sides of some three 
feet in height. Three bales of wool were laid end on 
at one side of the truck and three on the other. 
Above these were laid three parallel zpws of t&ree 
bales each ; and as there were only two ro-ws^on the 
floor of the truck, occupying a total breadtla ^of*‘flve> 
feet, there remained a kind of tunnel down the ofintia 
of the truck. Other bales ■were placed above theae 




alnM47 :i^|po8i<aoii» «nd w do^ ||gl^ 

m wn e d for ua to ait in at tba end'*of t|M^ 

trtiok tlu^ feet b^, aevan. This space was avadabla 
Jk)fdhuse l^e waggon was eighteeci*feet long, and UAae 
bales endfvise oooupied only fifteen feet. 

Le Meaurier and I decided that we would turn our 
trousers inside out, for we had been told that tl^e floor 
of the ti^k, although it had been swept out,' would 
bo very dirty, and we afterwards found that, in addi¬ 
tion to this, there were numerous splintera of wood, 
^though it had been impressed* upon us that we were 
almost as “sa^ as a house” regarding detection, I had 
an inward feeling that our adventures were not quite 
over. 

Mr Howard made elaborate arrangements for viotual- 
ling otur novel carriage for the journey, sinoe it was 
quite impossible to say how many days we might have 
to remain in it. I think we had with us—we had to 
throw away a good deal unused—a roast duck, chicken, 
a tin of smokecf beef, butter, jam, and plenty of bread, 
besides some thingasi have forgotten. For drink we 
had nine bottles of cold tea, two of water, and one of 
wMsky. With this we could hold out for a week if, 
need be, but Burnham thought that his efforts .to 
induce the chef (as the local station-master is called) 
to hook us on to the passenger train had prevailed. 
Bsibery, as I have said before, will do most things 
with a Transvaal Dutchman; but there are many 
others besides him who have their price. 

THt^sight the doctor came over to see us and^bid 
us go<m luck on our journey. He and the othws had 
dined at the manager's house, but we broke up early, 

H 
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we were to be afoot at 4.30 A.M. The two Kaffir 
boys who kept guard outside the officg had been got 
rid of on some pretext, for they .Would have seeif us 
climbing into the tinck. Mr Howard lent me 1^. 
pocket aneroid, and its they do not call out the stations 
on the Delagoa Bay line, and I had no time-table, by 
means^ of this instrument, knowing the height above 
sea-level of each station, I always knewwhere \ve 
were when we stopped. 

All arrangements for the morrow being ready, we 
bade our host good night and went to bed. 


How we,Escapedfrom Pretoria. 




VIII. 

OVER THE HORPEH. 

“\Vo muKt 1*0 froo^or 

Punctually at 4.30 a.m., wliile it was still dark, wo 
walked to the truck. Tlie tarpaulin which covere<l 
it was thrown back,‘and we liegan storing the pro¬ 
visions and bottles in the numerous interstices between 
the woollen bales. This took a little care in arranging, 
and it was 5 A.M. before Le Mesurier and I cliinlxMl into 
the waggon which was to be our^dwelling for the next 
twj and a half days. A parting hand-shake all round 
being concluded, th# tarpaulin was made secure by its 
numerous ropes to the links fixe<l to the lower edge of 
the outside of the truck. As we should find it very* 
warm under this covering, one of the bales ha<l l>aBn 
so arranged as to bulge over the e<lge of the truck, 
pushing out the tar|>aulin and leaving space for the 
air to enter by. 

AVe lay on^ the floor of the truck until ten o'clock, 
when yr Howard passe^l by, and asking us if we 
^ei®’*an*right, said good-bye again. Shortly after ^his 
we were taken by a cSlliery engine to the Whitbank 
station. One or two trains passed us, and we listened 
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an^ciously to hear if we were going to be picked up 
and taken on by them. At 2.30 a train, evidei^ily 
frqpi the direction Pretoria, drew up at tlie station. 
Soon after we heard fhe rumbling sound and clank •f' 
an engine coming our way; this was followed by a 
bump and a jerk forward. We then found ourselves 
being •n\ove<I forward, next a halt and a backward 
push, and we knew that we were on the •passenger 
train. If we were not detached at Middleburg, we 
should be at any rate carried to Waterfall Boven, one 
hundred and tliirty nfiles from the frontier and one 
hundred and sixty-four from Pretoria. tThis would be 
a goodly step towards frgedom. 

Middleburg was passed, and w^ were not detached. 

I was agreeably surprised that \he engine had treated 
us so politely when it took us up, and not charged us 
as if to test the buffer-springs. My only previous 
experience of goods-train travelling had been when 
escorting ammunitioiv from Dublin to ^elfast in 1888. 
Then, though I travelled in a first - class carriage 
attached to the train, I was moH tmmercifully dealt 
with, more than once during the journey being shot 

•off the seat on which I was lying. The driver of our 
eifgine on the present occasion was evidently of a more 
gentle nature, and treated us, who were lying on the 
wooden floor with nothing to deaden the shook, more 
kindly. ^ * 

The journey was singularly uninteresting, for until 
I out a hole in the tarpaulin the next day, vse could 
see* nothing of the country we were passing “tJiroughl 
At every thirteen miles or so there was a stdtion, 
and at every station we stopped. Occasionally Vo 
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heard a few words of English, but far more often* it 
w^ Dutch. 4 m^de it a rule on approaching each 
station or halting-jJlace to retii'e ^nto the tunnel, Jest 
any one should lift up the tarpaulin and look in. This 
was quite unnecessary, but it was best to be on the 
safe side. Now we were pufling and panting up a sleep 
gradient, and again, shutting off steam, we* glided 
smoothly •down. During the afternoon’s jotirney we 
passed the highest point on the line, called lielfast. 
Here the line attains to an elevation of six thousand 
four hundred an<l fifty feet alxTvo the sea-level, avul in 
the twenty-seven miles which follow tlrops nearly two 
thousand feet to Waterfall D*>ven. At this station the 
train stops for the i>ight, the passoiigei's remaining 
in their carriages or ‘stopping at the <liminutive hotel 
which I believe- exists here. We reinain<Ml in our 
carriage, and were kept company by a few mosquitees. 

We passed a fairly uncomfortable night, an<l started 
again at 6.20 ./^M. After leaving the station the lino 
drops at a gradient so steep that the eriginc hero 
used is provided with a cog-wheel, as on the Highi, 
Monte Generoso, and other hhiropean mountain rnil- 
waj’S. I believe the line passes through some very fin^ 
scenery ; but if so it was lost u]>on us, for w'e could 
not see outside our dingy truck. At one point we 
passed through a tunnel — the only one, 1 think, on 
any T<;an8vaal railway. Before reaching Komati I’oort, 
a station on Jthe western side of the Komati river, w'e 
thougi)^ it advisable to part with nearly all our stores. 
lAt thia» filace, which is the last station in the Transvaal, 
we Itnew the truck would be searched, if it were to be 
searched a^ alL We therefore pitched bottles, tins, &o.. 
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out on the line, and reserved only a very small amount, 
in case we were unable to leave ^e l;ruck as soon 
as^we expected. "Wb fully thought that, having gj6t 
so close to the bordgr, we should be in Portugue^ 
territory this day; and on reaching the frontier station 
it was a bitter'disappointment to find ourselves detached 
and pi&hed into a siding. 

Before reaching the station we had retired into out* 
tunnel, and I, being the longest and thinnest, had 
entered it first, feet leading. By squeezing myself a 
good deal and keeping on my side, I ccwld get nearly 
to the other end of the truck; and Be Mesurier, who 
followed me, had his head? which was to be covered by 
a coat in the event of a search, about five feet from 
the entrance to the hole. We had retired into this 
uncomfortable region, as I have said, about 2.20 P.M., 
and when we found ourselves detached wo heard the 
chattering of several Kaffirs just outside the truck. 
It was very warm allld exceedingly uncomfortable, and 
I was glad to hear our train movg off about 3 o’claok, 
as our fate would be decided soon one way or the other. 

A few minutes of suspense passed, and then ,we 
h.jard a gruff voice giving some order to the Kaffira 
The next moment a chill shot through me, and my 
thoughts returned to Pretoria. We heard the rattle 
of the links as the ropes of the tarpaulin which were 
tied to them at our end of the truck were unloosqped. 
The moments that followed defy description: so many 
thoughts were crowded into one’s mind, thoitgi^tg of 
recapture and ruin to all hopes of seeing morer of thd 
campaign. Soon the tarpaulin was lifted up and 
thrown back over the top of the truck. What hap« 
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pened. neither of us occupants will ever know, for we 
daaed not mo^% t<^ look; but the daylight from above 
from the end of the tunnel floeded in upon us, and 
■vte felt that discovery was unavoidable. The search 
must have been most perfunctory, though in oiir ex¬ 
cited imagination it seemed to last an age. Then the 
tarpaulin was returned to its place, the ro{)e^ made 
>fkst, and \he Kaffirs reauinetl their chattering. The 
thought that crossed my mind was that we ha«l Iwsen 
seen, but that the searcher, remarking to himself that 
there were two of us, had deemed it wiser to go for 
assistance. In this stilling hole—and there was very 
little air where I was—we lay till .5 o'clock. I could 
bear it no * longer, and my limbs were V)ecomiiig 
cramped ; so, catching hold of my companion's foot, 
I intimated ihy desire to get into a more open space. 
We moved forward into the empty part of the truck, 
and concluded that wo had had a marvellous escape 
from recapture.# Shortly aftervmrds wo found the 
cause of the Kaffir collo<juy. There was a water-pipe 
to one side of the truck, and they were washing when 
we .were first put into the siding. We found that 
we had to keep absolute silence till after dark, 
the path to this stand-pipe was soft, and no footstep 
could bo heard on it. On looking out through the 
hole I had cut in the tarpaulin, I saw that we were 
in £he station, an<l three lines distant from the platform. 

The next day was Saturday, and we hoped greatly 
tha^ might not bo left on the wrong side of the 
river, for* on the Sunday following no train might *be 
running. In our expectation of reaching the Portu- 
gaSae terriV>i'y on Friday, we had parted with more 
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)f our food and drink than was wise. When morning 
mme a certain amount of shunting geeniM to be going 
m^in the station, and for a long time no engine ct^e 
our way. At length ^t 9.30 A.M. we felt the shaking 
caused by an engine moving on the same line of rails 
as our truck. In considerable anxiety we waited. Then 
came a*very welcome bump, and we were hauled forward 
and then backed into the station. At 9.40* the traift 
steamed oflF, and a minute later we were thundering 
over the fine bridge which spans the Komati river. 
We grasped each other’s hands, and with difficulty 
suppressed a shout of exultation. Five minutes later, 
on looking through the tarpaulin, I saw what I had 
been told to look out for, a white conicaFpillar. This 
was the boundary between the Transvaal and Portu¬ 
guese territory. We were free ! Now that what one 
had hoped and struggled to attain for so long had at 
length come, it was difficult to realise it,—difficult to 
believe that one’s Aftabasis was at an* end. 

A nunute more and our goods J;rain stopped atsthe 
back of Ressano Garcia station, the first in Portuguese 
territory. As we did not want to be seen getting .out 
"^t the owner of the wool might thereby become sus¬ 
pected, we decided to remain in the truck till dark. 
We had finished our water, and it was very warm, and 
for eight or nine hours we should get none. Many a time 
during that day I thought of Byron’s lines— 

“ Ring for a valet, bid him quickly brin^ 

Some hock and soda-water, then you’ll know 
A pleasure worthy Xerxes, the great king.” 

One would have given a good deal for an iced drink 
of that description. 
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It was a long weary day. At 8.15 the Transvaal 
tsain rattled*int^ the station, evidently carrying some' 
^^^fugees, for the* strains of tii© National Anthem 
•reached our ears. At half-past six Le Mesurier leant 
as far out of the truck as he could and undid one of 
the tarpaulin ropes. I handed out to him all that 
was left of our food and followed lum. .While we 
• were eti^aged in doing this no fewer than six Kaffirs 
passed the truck, and we had to hide underneath it. 
Tying up the rope, we crossed the main line, and 
after throwing away the remains of our provender, 
went to a Kaffir kraal wliich was quite near. Here 
we found out that the hotel which is in the station 
was kept'by two Jlnglishmen, and we at once pro¬ 
ceeded thitlier. Seeing one sitting outside on the plat¬ 
form, I asked him if he were an Englishman, Receiving 
a reply in the affirmative, 1 infornied him who we were. 
Champagne was clearly indicated, and after suitably 
toasting the ^Kscasion, we sat dlown to supper, which 
was continued to a pretty late hour. 

There were no Transvaal agents here, we were told, 
and no one to bother us; but it would be best to 
hide the fact of our being escaped prisoners untj^^ 
reached Delagoa Bay. 
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IX. 


MEN MUST ENDURE, 

“ Tlieir going hence even ns their coming hitiie^” 

I. WOUED not have exchanged my feelings on waking 
on Sunday, 1st of April, for a ve«y great dfeal. Had 
we really escaped ? Wore wo not under some decep¬ 
tion, born of this day—All l^ools’-day—the New Year 
of the British army ? No ! Here we could behave 
like ordinary mortals ; there was no longer need to 
whisper, to emulate th» habits of some #vild animals, 
crouching in their dens by day and ^nly coming forti* 
at night. Strange, that the difference of being on one 
side or the other of a stone pillar should have brought^ 
cB t^abou t ! 

But one could not lie all day indulging in this en¬ 
trancing reverie — other things had to be thought of. 
Our landlojxi provided us with a guide and some clean 
garments, and despatched us to the river. When lyin^ 
all night in the truck at Komati Poort, I« had been 
tempted to leave it, and, swimming the river, setths^^ 
once the question of freedom. Fortunately I haS^not 
done so, for we were told that it was infested with 
^rooodiles, which, when they got the chance, carried off 
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any unfortunate K^affir who came their way. It "was 
not a pleasaUft-liking river—muddy, rookj”, anti fast- * 
^pwing—and we fiid not stray ^r fmm the edge> 

’ The village of Ressano Garcia—if it can be so calletl, ' 
for there are only half-a-dozen houses—is a very quiet, 
unhealthy spot, and, except for one or.two people who 
boarded at the liotel, we saw no ojie till thp %xp-train 
from Lioren^o Marques arrived avbout noon. There were 
many inquiries as to who wo were, and one nuin on 
his way to the Transvaal, who spoke to me, asked me 
if I were not an escaped prisoner ? 

At 3 o’clock our train arrived, and shortly afterwards 
we left, travelling at lastvin comfort. Our carriage, 
which wa^ a corridor, was fairly crowde<l, and soon 
after the train was in motion, a party of I>utchmen 
in another compartment buist forth into their national 
Volkslied. This was more than British ilesh and blood 
could stand. We inime<liately rose, and speedily drowned 
their voices wi^h our own. Scaraely had we got through 
tile opening words when Uitlander after Uitlander, their 
faces beaming at Clearing this familiar tune, crowtled 
i^>to our compartment and into the passage and joined 
us. The Dutchmen wisely ceascsl, and for some minis<'&ir^ 
I thought it would end in their leaving the train by an 
exit other than the door. After our Vfx«l efforts had 
come to an end, with their usual cheers our neighboiurs 
t>egan “ Da Marseillaise,” and we constrained ourselves 
to permit fchem this safety-valve. 

^ TJliB evening was approaching as we neared the end 
of our*joumey, and from the windows we could sAe the 
cafm blue sea which runs far inland. Dike Xenophon 
and his Greeks of old, we gazed upon it with delight. 
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aIl9•zla^8ed with what heartfelt thanks they Had broken 
into their cry, “Thalaesa I Thalassa 1 ” ^ 

^on the station was reached, crow^fSi with those who 
had come to see more nefugees arrive. Passing quickly 
through them, for we l^ere troubled with no baggage, 
we drove to the Cardoza Hotel, picturesquely situated 
on the %igh ground overlooking the bay. We had in¬ 
tended to^keep our secret ; but (how I did ngt know) 
every one seemed to be already in possession of it. That 
evening I gave Mr Douglas, the courteous correspondent 
of the ‘ Times,’ a brief aooount of our adventures, omit¬ 
ting everything about our having hidden tinder the floor 
of the Model SchooL My reason for doing so was that 
Le Mesurier, Brockie, and I had, in the inter^ts of those 
who had helped and fed us and remained behind, bound 
ourselves to say nothing about that part of our story 
until the end of the war. 

Later in the evening I received a request from Mr 
Fritz Pinous, Reuter’s^oorrespondent (who with his col- 
leagtie, Mr Minzesheimer, an American genlleman, treated 
us most hospitably), that I would ki*dly call on him. I 
did so, and gave him a brief account similar to that I 
-b^ given to the other correspondent. After I had 
finished he remarked to me, “ How long did you remain 
hidden under the floor? for you have told me nothing 
about that.” 

I was dumfoundered. Here was a man in Lgren 9 « 
Marques in possession of what we were sworn^to kcfep 
secret. Questioning him, I found out how it had r^ched 
his e^rs, and indeed those of most of the inhabi^nth hf 
Loren 90 Marques, including Ms Carnegie Ross, the 
Hiritish oonsuL Ho did not then tell me' who was his 
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informaat, but only that it waa some one who hliMeft 
Pretoria after we had hidden. I felt sure that no one* 
Rad left who mo except three British officers re¬ 

leased oil parole, and they had ^seen ignorant that we 
were hidden, and even had they not been, they were to 
bo trusted. Here was a puz 2 le that I could not solve. 

Next morning I gave the ‘ Times ’ oori^espou^ent that 
portion ^of my tale that I had omitted tljie previous 
evening. Concealment was no longer of any use, as 
Lioren 9 o Marques swarms with Transvaal agents, who 
doubtless long ago had reporied to their Government. 

One thing** Lie Mesurier and I felt thankful for, and 
that was, that considering it must have been known 
in the Transvaal that wo liad not escaped on the 2Gth 
of February, but only after the prisoners were removed, 
on the Kith of March, we were remarkably fortunate 
to have escaped at all. After making 9 ome inquiries, 

I 8uccee«le<l in tracing the matter to its source. 


It seemed that Sergeant Brockie, on reaching Kaap- 
muiden, had rbund that tlie j>er8on to whom ho was 
cSnsigned had jus!} dioiL Ho got employment at the 
station-bar at that place. A few days after, a clergy- 
nfan, whom I met, saw lum and got part of his story 
from him; but, unknown to us, a certain person, 
an officer, had been released on parole from Pretoria. 
Here was the offender, though not primarily responsible. 
Thi^^rson had seen Brockie at the Kaapmuiden bar, 
who *to^ him our a<lventures from beginning to end. 
On r^^hing Ijoren 9 o Marques he had indiscreetly parted 
Mdtl^*\^at he had been told, and so the facts oj our 
escape got abroad. WdB felt greatly annoyed on account 
qf the officers who had helped us at the Model Schod, 
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have no doubt that until they read this they 
will naturally think we betrayed them. ^ 

"^e had just missed a steamer to JG^rban, so we had 
to wait for the Konigen on Friday, April 6. Durifljf% 
the days we remained ^n Portuguese territory we spent 
a great deal of time on board the British cruisers, 
fiye of yhich jvere in harbour, and from their officers 
we reoeiveW a very warm welcome. On board ^je Forte ^ 
Le Mesurier found an old schoolfellow, and I discovered 
that her commander. Captain C. H. Dundas, and I were 
Scotch cousins. I omitted to say that the day after 
reaching Loren 90 Marques we were phot<3grap]ied, and 
again on the following day. On Friday night we left 
for Durban, there being on board Sir Elljg Ashmead- 
Bartlott, full of his Swaziland* trip, and Sergeant 
Brookie, who had arrived the previous evening. 

Le Mesurier and I parted at Pietermaritzburg—he 
to go round to the Free State with General Hunter’s 
Division, I to rejoin ^ny regiment at Ladysmith. I 
have not heard as yet how he has farJH ; but dtiring 
our tramp to the coal - mines I must have imbibted 
some fev'er - germs, for I have had two attacks of 
malarial fever. We have both obtained our desire—^to 
back to the front to duty—and as I write these 
woms, and the end of the campaign seems near, I 
cannot help regretting deeply the wasted months of 
captivity, and try to console myself with the well- 
known couplet— 

” Be cheerful; wipe thine eyes. 

Some falls are means tfae happier to arise.” 
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